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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR SPOKANE COUNTY
	[bookmark: Parties][bookmark: CaseNumber][LANDLORD],

Plaintiff,

v.

[TENANT],

Defendant.
	
Case No. 

ORDER CONVERTING UNLAWFUL DETAINER ACTION TO CIVIL CASE and striking show cause hearing 


Clerk’s Action Required



This matter came before the Court on plaintiff [Landlord]’s Motion to Convert Unlawful Detainer Action to Civil Suit. This Motion was made on the ground that the defendant is no longer in possession of the disputed real property, causing the Court’s authority to rule under the unlawful detainer statutes to cease. Plaintiff appeared through its attorney of record [Attorney for Plaintiff]. Defendant has not appeared in this matter. 
The Court considered the pleadings filed in this action, including the Declaration of [Attorney for Plaintiff] in Support of Plaintiff’s Motion to Convert and the argument of counsel.  
Based on the argument of counsel, the pleadings and evidence presented, the Court finds that: defendant no longer possesses the property in question, absent action by the Court to convert this matter to an ordinary civil suit the Court lacks authority to issue a judgment in this matter; the Court has the inherent authority to convert this matter to an ordinary civil suit under Munden v. Hazelrigg, 105 Wn.2d 39, 711 P.2d 295 (1985) and subsequent case law; and, the goal of judicial economy is served by allowing this matter to be converted to an ordinary civil suit.
Based on the above findings, the Court ORDERS that the case is hereby converted out of unlawful detainer status to a superior court civil action. The Clerk is hereby ordered to take any actions necessary to reflect the change of matter type from unlawful detainer to breach of contract.
DONE IN OPEN COURT this day of _______________

_____________________________________________
JUDGE/COURT COMMISSIONER


Presented By: 
[Firm]


________________________________________
[ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF],WSBA #________
Attorney for Plaintiff
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