ARTICLE 5
Establishment of Animal Care Trust.  If my [HUSBAND/WIFE] does not survive me and I am the owner of any pets at the time of my death, then I hereby establish a Trust for the benefit of all pets which I may own at the date of my passing, pursuant to the Revised Code of Washington 11.118. This Trust shall be administered by a Pet Caregiver and a Financial Trustee.
a.
Purpose of Trust.

1. The purpose of this trust is to provide for the care of my dogs and cats, as well as any other animals that I may own at the date of my passing. This care includes food; medical care (whether it is regular veterinary care or unusual medical care); housing; dog and cat toys and exercise equipment; and any other items that I have provided for them during my lifetime. It is my intention that my dogs and cats and any other animals that I may own at the date of my passing, receive the same type of care that I have given to them during my lifetime.
2. If the Pet Caregiver is unable to provide daily care for a period of time greater than two weeks, the Pet Caregiver shall make arrangements for a pet sitter or other individual to reside with my pets and provide daily care for them.
3. If the Pet Caregiver is not able to provide the necessary care for my animals, [HE/SHE] may resign [HIS/HER] position as Pet Caregiver by signing a statement to that effect. In the event that the Pet Caregiver is unable to provide all the necessary care for my animals, then the Financial Trustee may hire and pay an individual to come to the home and provide for the care of the animals.
4. If the Pet Caregiver is unable to provide for the care of my animals, then I direct that the Trustee interview persons who would be willing to provide the necessary care.

5. It is my wish that my pets be permitted to remain together, if at all practicable. In order to minimize disruption for my pets, I direct that the Financial Trustee arrange for a suitable person who is willing and able to provide care for my animals. This person should be an individual who likes animals and has demonstrated skill and compassion in caring for animals. This individual shall be compensated for [HIS/HER] services by the Trust.
b.
Best Interests of Pets.  The Pet Caregiver and Financial Trustee shall act in the best interests of the animal beneficiaries of this trust. At no time shall the caregiver or the trustee consider the interests of the remainder persons or any other persons or corporations that may benefit from my estate, after the completion of this trust.

c.
Duties of the Pet Caregiver.  The Pet Caregiver is to have direct responsibility for all care to be provided to my pets, including the following tasks:
1. Providing for the safety and well-being of my pets;
2. Providing nutrition that is appropriate for the needs of all pets;
3. Providing an appropriate place for all my pets to live;
4. Arranging for care and companionship for my pets, so their social and living needs will be met;
5. Providing appropriate veterinary care and other medical care to maintain the health of my pets.

d.
Appointment of Pet Caregiver.

I hereby appoint _______________________ as the Pet Caregiver. As part of [HIS/HER] duties, [HE/SHE] shall reside with and provide daily care for my pets.


In the event that the Pet Caregiver is unable or unwilling to provide daily care for my animals, the Financial Trustee and the Trust Monitor shall select an alternate person for the position of Pet Caregiver, on a temporary or permanent basis. The Financial Trustee and the Trust Monitor shall interview and select an appropriate person to provide care for the animals.


For her services as Pet Caregiver, the Pet Caregiver shall receive reasonable compensation for the services rendered and reimbursement for reasonable expenses.
e.
Duties of the Financial Trustee.
The Financial Trustee is to have direct responsibility for managing the assets of the Trust and paying the bills associated with the Trust. My objective is for the Pet Caregiver and the Financial Trustee to work together cooperatively, so that the assets of the Trust will be adequate for the care of my pets for their lifetimes. To this end, the Financial Trustee is to prepare a Trust budget based on the plans prepared by the Pet Caregiver, to accomplish the assigned tasks, and provide the Pet Caregiver with these budget projections. If the projected rate of expenditure is in keeping with lifetime care for my pets, then the budget is to be accepted. If the projected rate of expenditure indicates that assets will likely be depleted during the lifetimes of my pets, then the care plan is to be revised, and a new budge prepared, until the projected rate of expenditure is in keeping with lifetime care for my pets. 
The Trustor directs that the interests of any remainder person or other entity shall not be considered when determining if and funds should be spent from this Trust. In other words, the Trustor has established this Trust for the needs of my pets, and it is [HIS/HER] intention that the funds be spent in a manner consistent with the terms of the Trust, disregarding the interests of remainder persons or remainder beneficiaries.
f.
Appointment of the Financial Trustee.

I hereby appoint my [specify relationship], ______________________, as the Financial Trustee of this Animal Care Trust. If ______________________ is unable or unwilling to serve or continue to serve as the Trustee of this Trust, then I name ______________________ as the Alternate Financial Trustee.


For his services as Financial Trustee, the individual Financial Trustee shall receive reasonable compensation for the services rendered and reimbursement for reasonable expenses.


g.
Identification of Pets.  At the date of execution of this, my Last Will and Testament, I own ______________________, described as follows:
1. One ______________________, named ______________________, currently age ______.
2. One ______________________, named ______________________, currently age ______.
3. One ______________________, named ______________________, currently age ______.
Any of these pets who are surviving when I pass away, and any other pets later acquired and owned by me, and who are living when I pass away, are to receive care under this Trust.

h.
Discretion.  The Trustee and Pet Caregiver shall have the discretion to provide the following from the trust estate: 
1. Pet food in an amount and quality that I have provided to them during my lifetime, unless there is a medical reason to change the type of food they receive. This would be, for example, if a licensed veterinarian determines that a change in diet is in the best interests of my pets. It is not my intention to limit the use of funds, or conserve funds in the trust by providing for inexpensive animal food or pet care.

2. Veterinary care for my pets, including regular medical checkups. Veterinary care shall be provided if my pet beneficiaries are ill, or exhibit behavior that would lead a person who is familiar with animals to believe that medical care may be necessary. The animal caregiver shall assure that the animal or animals are seen on a regular basis by a licensed veterinarian, or more frequently, if there is any indication that one or more of them may be ill or in distress. If there is a question regarding whether to consult with or to have the pets examined by a veterinarian, it is my intention that the animals should receive an examination to determine the state of their health.


i.
Termination of Trust
1. This Trust shall continue so long as any one or more of my animals is alive. It shall not be terminated before the death of the last pet for which it has been established, even if the funds in the trust are significantly more than those that may be necessary for the health, maintenance and care of any remaining pets of mine. This trust shall not be terminated by any Court or by any person or organization who is a beneficiary of this my Last Will and Testament, or by the Trustee unless the Trust becomes illegal or unenforceable, or the funds have been completely depleted providing for the care of my pets.

2. This Trust shall cease and terminate whenever the purpose has been accomplished. This may occur either through the exhaustion of the Trust funds by payment and distribution, or upon the death of the last of my pets to die. All assets that remain in the Trust Estate at the death of my last pet shall pass in equal shares [or the following percentages/amounts] to the following charitable organizations:
i.
______________________, city, state;

ii. ______________________, city, state;

iii.
[Additional charitable organizations to be named by client choice]

j.
Miscellaneous Terms of Trust.  It shall be a violation of the terms of this Trust for any the pet beneficiaries to be euthanized (put to sleep) unless the pet beneficiary is ill and a licensed veterinarian has provided a written statement that the animal is ill and should be euthanized. In making a determination as to whether one of animal beneficiaries should be euthanized, the Pet Caregiver shall confer with the Financial Trustee, but the Pet Caregiver shall have the ultimate decision-making authority for the continued treatment of the animal or the decision to euthanize. The Pet Caregiver should follow the guidelines as set forth below:
1. The seriousness of the illness or condition.
2. Whether the animal is expected to recover from the illness or condition.

3. Whether the animal is in pain.

4. The age of the animal (i.e., if the animal is ill or injured, will he or she make a recovery that will permit him or her to live without significant impairment or pain).

5. The cost of treatment. In applying this guideline, the trustees should determine if the cost of the treatment will impair the ability of the trust to pay for the care of the remaining animal beneficiaries. If the cost of treatment is significant, but can be borne by the Trust without impacting the other animal beneficiaries, then the trustees shall not consider the cost as a reason to euthanize the animal beneficiary.

6. The quality of life the animal beneficiary will have upon recovery.


k.
Situs.  The laws of the State of Washington shall govern the terms of this Trust unless modified by this document.

