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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR PIERCE COUNTY
	In Re Estate of

RUTH A. NEHER,





Deceased.
	 NO. 15-4-01454-7
PETITION TO RE-OPEN TESTATE ESTATE  
(RCW 11.76.250)




In accordance with RCW 9A.72.085, Petitioner, Laurie Shiratori, attorney for Lionel Hampton, Jr., and Dalynne Singleton, proposed Personal Representative, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the following is true and correct to the best of their knowledge and request an Order to Re-Open Estate of Ruth A. Neher:

1. Order Admitting Will to Probate.  
On August 28, 2015, this Court admitted Decedent's Will to probate, appointed Patricia Hickson as Personal Representative of Decedent's estate to serve without bond and with Nonintervention Powers, and ordered that Letters Testamentary be issued to Patricia Hickson upon the filing of Patricia Hickson’s sworn Oath of Personal Representative.  Letters Testamentary were issued to Patricia Hickson on August 28, 2015.
2.  
Estate Closed by Declaration of Completion of Probate.  On May 3, 2016, Patricia Hickson filed with this Court a Declaration of Completion of Probate, stating that she had completed the administration of Decedent's estate and had done so without Court intervention, and that the estate was ready to be closed and its assets distributed to its beneficiaries, which distribution had been made.


3.  Discovery of New Claims Against Estate.  Since the estate was closed, it has been discovered that Plaintiff Lionel Hampton Jr., was injured in a motor vehicle collision probably caused by the Decedent Ruth A. Neher on May 12, 2014 and he has made claims against the decedent and the insurer of the decedent.  A lawsuit will be filed against the defendant in Pierce County Superior Court.  In order to file the Complaint to provide for the Personal Representative of the Estate of decedent as a defendant and to provide service of the Summons and Complaint in the tort litigation before the statute of limitations expires, the estate needs to be reopened for the limited purpose of appointing a Personal Representative to be served with the damage claims of Lionel Hampton Jr.

4.
Claims Against Estate Limited to Insurance Policy Limits.  The claims by Lionel Hampton Jr., will be limited to the amount of the insurance policy limits pursuant to RCW 11.40.051.  The estate will be reopened for the limited purpose of acceptance of service of the Summons and Complaint and rejection of a creditor’s claim.  All other estate matters have been concluded.

5.  Reissuance of Letters Testamentary.  As a consequence of such discovery, Letters Testamentary need to be issued and attorney, Dalynne Singleton, has agreed to serve as Personal Representative of the Estate for the sole purpose of receipt of service of process so that the claims against the insurance policy of the decedent may be properly pursued by the injured Lionel Hampton Jr.  Counsel for the former Personal Representative, John Ennis, has been notified of the Petition herein and Dalynne Singleton has been informed that the former PR, Patricia Hickson, resides out of state.
Time is of the essence as the three-year statute of limitations of the tort litigation will run on May 12, 2017.  Notice of this hearing has been sent to John Ennis, to the former Personal Representative, and to the named alternate Personal Representative, Patrick Hickson, provided for in the Will of the decedent.  Request of waivers to be signed by Patrick Hickson and Patricia Hickson have been made.

6.  No Change in Other Conditions.  No change has occurred since the original issuance of Letters Testamentary to Patricia Hickson.  There is no need for the posting of a Bond or for the restriction or denial of the grant of Letters Testamentary to Dalynne Singleton of Nonintervention Powers.  An Oath of Personal Representative will be filed concurrent with this Petition by Dalynne Singleton.

7.  Notice.  This Court initially granted the issuance of Letters Testamentary to Patricia Hickson absent any Notice.  Notice is being provided to all interested parties for grant of issuance of Letters Testamentary to Dalynne Singleton. It is anticipated that Patricia Hickson and Patrick Hickson will decline to act as Personal Representative as provided herein and this Petition and proposed Order has been sent to the last known addresses for the former Personal Representative, the alternate Personal Representative, Patrick Hickson, and former counsel for the estate, John Ennis.
WHEREFORE, I request that this Court:


a.  
Appoint Dalynne Singleton as Decedent's Personal Representative, to serve without Bond and with Nonintervention Powers;


b.  
Order that Letters Testamentary be promptly issued to Dalynne Singleton, and


c.
Acknowledge that Notice of Hearing was provided by mailing to the former attorney for the estate, the former Personal Representative, and to the last known address of the alternate Personal Representative, Patrick Hickson, named in the Will of the decedent.
SIGNED:  Dated this ______ day of March, 2017.  Place:
At _______________, WA.






LAW OFFICE OF LAURIE SHIRATORI, 







PLLC






____________________________________





LAURIE SHIRATORI, WSBA #_________







Petitioner




_________________________

GOURLEY LAW GROUP

Dalynne Singleton, WSBA# 34096

Attorney at Law

VERIFICATION

I, LAURIE SHIRATORI, being duly sworn under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, declare that I am the Petitioner named in this petition, I have read the petition and know its contents and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  I represent an injured person, Lionel Hampton, Jr., who makes claims against the Decedent and the Estate of Ruth A. Neher for injuries suffered from a motor vehicle collision on May 12, 2014.
Dated this ________ day of _____________, 2017 at _________________, WA.






______________________________






LAURIE SHIRATORI





STATE OF WASHINGTON

)
                   


) SS.

COUNTY OF ________
   
)


Subscribed and Sworn to before me on ____________________, 2017.





______________________________________





NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Washington

Residing at ____________________________.

My commission expires __________________.
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