July 5, 2017

From,

Rob Wilson-Hoss
236 West Birch Street
Shelton, WA 98584
360 426-2999
rob@hctc.com

Greetings.

	A group of us has been working for about five years to bring a Y to Shelton and Mason County. The driving forces have been our certain knowledge as local citizens that families here have very few recreational activities available; and that schools here are much in need of a partner to provide educational opportunities that our children and families need and deserve. Our demographics are well-known; we are a poor, rural county with few resources to support those who lack advantages. 

	Looking at the Y's website just makes us so excited about what we could do here for children and families. In the future, we want to build a community center Y facility, and are working towards that goal.  But we have also established partnerships with virtually every local agency and many of the nonprofits that tend to the needs of the disadvantaged among us.  Our lead partner in this is the Shelton School District. Dr. Alex Apostle, the Superintendent, is just as enthusiastic as we are about the possibilities, and he will be happy to talk to anyone who asks about what we are doing together.

	All of this became possible when the South Sound Y took us into their family and made our project their next emphasis. We have been so fortunate to have their skills, excitement, and support on our side this past several months. We are now the Y - a goal of ours for many years. The South Sound Y's CEO, Kyle Cronk, has given us a great gift by helping us move to acceptance within the Y family.  

	We do want a recreational Y facility. But before this building project, we want to start doing everything we can as soon as we can. Attached to this cover letter is a Draft of an Executive Summary of a Community Learning Center we want to start at Evergreen Elementary School in the fall of 2017.  The principal at Evergreen, Adina Brito, was recently named the State's elementary school Principal of the Year. She brings a high level of enthusiasm, professionalism and creativity to a school that has a rate of 92% of its students accessing free and reduced lunch benefits. This school is one of the few dual-language elementaries in Washington State, and it has been successful for many years, but its students sorely need support. 

	Our Community Learning Centers will start at Evergreen.  They will cost about $150,000 per year to operate. We are in the process of seeking funding. We also feel keenly the need to expand to the other two primary schools, Mt. View and Bordeaux, and the new 5-6 and 7-8 schools that will start when reconfiguration kicks in. The Draft Executive Summary tells us what is possible. Everyone around this feels an excitement and energy that we have never seen here. 

	Dr. Apostle has said that this Community Learning Center at Evergreen Elementary is the beginning of the reconstruction of the entire school district, the start of an exciting new future that he has committed to in everything he does.  He has been an integral part of the planning, as have Principal Brito and community representatives. He and I meet regularly, and regularly, we wonder at the magnitude of difference this and other Y-school district partnership projects are going to make to everyone in the community, and especially the less advantaged among us.

	I would be delighted to talk to anyone about this, anywhere, anytime. Fair warning - you need to be prepared for a now-senior citizen who has the enthusiasm level of a six-month old puppy about this, who has spent 40 years on community service projects here. This project, and the Y projects in the future, will transform this community. Now, we just have to pay for them.   

	Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, 

Rob Wilson-Hoss     
2

