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Chris vs.

couple weeks
back, this column
critiqued a “double

truck” ad in the Coeur
d’Alene Press written and

Chris, Round Two

many folks who see pre-
serving their jobs as their
prime purpose, instead of
providing the public with
efficient, effective service.

W The shrinking middle
class does indeed subsidize
the top tenth of 1 percent,
‘many of whom take full
advantage of the numerous

paid for by WA systemic  loopholes in the ungainly,
a prominent ue in the overly complicated U.S.
local real estate bureaucrats’ Tax Code, which has to be
executive, Chris desiretopre-  simplified.

Walsh, who serve theirjobs W Health care costs more
owns Revolu- necessitates than ever while covering
tionary Realty. the writingof ~ less than ever.

His firm moreandmore  Where we still disagreed
caters in part to regulations is Walsh's belief that
“preppers’ — for them to because Trump is the only
those who seek interpretand  outsider left in the race and
out somewhat administer. the public knows change
isolated prop- ~ CHRIS CARLSON MThebest is needed, therefore he is
erty in northern vehicle for the one a citizen should
Idaho where OMLINE really changing ~ vote for.
they build their : Comment on this the D.C. cul- Even if elected (which
homes, stockpile : column under turewouldbe  seems more and more
food and weap-  the opinion tab at the imposition  unlikely given the release
ons and wait for : idahostatejournal.com. of term limits ~ of another embarrassing
Armageddon. onbothour  tape), Trump has alienated

‘Walsh fired back, and elected representativesand ~ so many of the constituen-
we each took another shot  those in the civil service. cies one has to work with

at the other, stereotyping
the other, getting snarkier
while getting close to the
line, if not outright cross-
ing it, of engaging in per-
sonal attack. I've long had
a policy of not responding
to comments on or attacks
at my political musings but
also try not to engage in
any sort of personal attack.

Something about
Walshs passion as well as
his still seeing Republican
nominee Donald Trump
as the only agent of needed
change captured my atten-
tion.

So I sent him an email
suggesting we cease shoot-
ing and instead sit down
over breakfast and listen to
each other. I also apolo-
gized for the stereotyp-
ing as well as my snarky
overtone. Walsh graciously
accepted both the apology
and the offer of breaking
bread together.

‘We met for breakfast
at the Elmer’s just off
[-90 and Highway 95. We
began by focusing on what
we agreed upon. There was
a surprising amount:

| We felt both political
parties have been captured
by their large contributors,
have lost touch with their
base and reflect the special
interests, not the public
interest.

W Both party caucuses
in both houses of Congress
are equally responsible for
the gridlock that holds the
nations capitol in its thrall.

W Too many federal
agencies are filled with too

W Critical issues facing.
America and whomever

to get things done he will
be utterly impotent and

It’s time to give Columbus
Day back to Native Americans

“We discovered Columbus,
lost on our shores, sick,
destitute, and wrapped in
rags. We nourished him
10 health, and the rest
is history. He represents
the mascot of American
colonialism in the Western
Hemisphere”

— Lakota activist
Bill Means

ay 4, 1493, was
a day of infamy
for the indig-

enous peoples of the
Americas. At the urging
of King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella
of Spain, Pope
Alexander VI
confirmed their
right to con-
fiscate native
peoples’ lands.

Even at this
point in time,

10 years. It was Chris-
tian terrorism pure and
simple.

North Americas native
population also came
under the Doctrine of
Discovery. In 1823, Chief
Justice John Marshall
concluded that the U.S.
had derived its right of
“dominion” from Great
Britain as the nation who
“discovered” and settled
“unoccupied” land.

As a result, America’s
“heathen” natives had
lost “their rights to
complete sovereignty”

and must live
as dependent
nations within
the U.S. The
sad story of
oppression
and broken
treaties is well
known and

the Christian need not be
conquest of the retold here.
world had been Major

well under way.  NICKGIER Christian
Alexander’s denomina-
papal bull was | ONLINE tions have

a continua- Comment on this. denounced the

tion of what
is now called
the Doctrine
of Discovery.
The irony of “discover-
ing” land where people
already flourished is a sad
and tragic one.

In 1455, Pope Nicho-
las V exhorted Catholic
rulers to conquer, even

column under
the opinion tab at
idahostatejournal.com

Doctrine of
Discovery, but
the Vatican
has yet to
revoke the papal bulls. In
November 2013, the nuns
from Denver’s Loretto
Community sent a letter
to Pope Francis request-
ing that he address this
issue. The sisters praised

has called this response
“fancy footwork in canon
law”

Over the past six
decades, six states have
taken the lead in honor-
ing America’s indigenous
peoples. In 1968, Gov.
Ronald Reagan signed a
resolution making Amer-
ican Indian Day a state
holiday in California. It is
held on the fourth Friday
of September.

Tennessee also cel-
ebrates American Indian
Day, but on the fourth
Monday of September.
On the same day last
month, Nevada celebrat-
ed the holiday for the first
time.

In 1990, under pressure
from Indian activists,
South Dakota was first
state to substitute Native
American Day for Co-
lumbus Day. In October
2015, Alaska followed
suit by renaming Co-
lumbus Day Indigenous
Peoples’ Day.

On Oct. 10,2016,
recognizing that “the
Green Mountain State
was founded and built
upon lands first inhabited
by indigenous people;”
Vermont Gov. Peter
Shumlin proclaimed that
the second Monday in
October would now be
celebrated as Indigenous
People’s Day.

In 1992, Berkeley, Cali-

becomes presidentarenot  unable to produce any-
being addressed, suchas  thing he has promised.
the looming bankruptcy of ~ With all due respect,
many of the nation's pen- I told Walsh mylcuy-
sion funds, ) . clusion
whichall  “Evenif elected (which  was the
willlookto  seems more and more 3::‘210‘11
our emy " . s
Tmasmf;y unlikely giventhe e man
expecting release of another  to ]ca;i s
a federal i out of the
bailout that embarrasslng tape), wilderness
Congress Trump has alienated  and the
will not be so many of the aloug}; of
able to do. i i lespair.

mThe  constituenciesone has We'arted
Simpson/ toworkwithtoget  friends,
Bowles  things done he will be ~ both the
Commis- . better for
sion on utterly impotentand  having sat
Restor- unable to produce ]down Td
ing Fiscal i istened to
Account- anythinghehas ¢, jorher
ability to promised” with full
the nation’s respect to
finances by startingdown ~ our free speech rights.
apath of reducing spend-  We agreed to meet again.
ing and paying down debt I presented Walsh with
is an unfortunate lostop-  a copy of my three books
portunity. and I accepted his offer

W Resource conversion of a flying tour of north
is what brings new dollars  Idaho in his vintage Beech

into the economy, whether
trees into 2 x 4s, wheat
into bread, minerals into
metals and computers,
and, while it is important
to undertake more of these
activities, it has to be done
in an environmentally
responsible way.

W An educated work-
force is critical to the
betterment of any state
and Idaho has to do more
in the arena of support for
public education.

Bonanza. I divined that he
well understood the old
caution to flyers: “There
are old pilots, and there are
bold pilots. There are no
old, bold pilots”

A native of Kellogg, jour-
‘nalist Chris Carlson pens
his column from his retire-
ment home near Medimont
in Northern Idaho. He is
a former teacher and was
press secretary to Gov. Cecil
Andrus.

Electoral College
Iagree with Jerry
Spriggs: We do need to
eliminate the Electoral
College. The Electoral
College violates the
principals of politi-
cal equality, because
presidential elections
are not decided by the
one-person, one-vote
principle. Outcomes
of this sort are attrib-
utable to the federal
nature of the system.
The United States is the
only country that elects
a politically powerful
president via an elec-
toral college and the
only one in which a
candidate can become
president without hav-
ing obtained the highest
number of votes in the
sole or final round of
popular voting by the
people. Is it really fair
when the people vote
for one individual, but
the Electoral College
chooses someone else!
Indeed, Mr. Humble, is
this really equality? T
think not!

Verda Burke,
Pocatello

YOUR LETTERS

ISU Football

On Sept. 3, another ISU
football season got under
way. As usual, the first
opponent was a smaller
division school, which
provided a relatively easy
win for ISU — a tune-up
game and confidence
builder. The following two
opponents (University
of Colorado and Oregon
State) are football giants
compared with ISU. Those
two losses were expected.
‘The primary purpose of
those two games was to
provide revenue for ISU
and to boost morale for
Oregon and Colorado.
Our guys were paid to
play that game, and the
team brought in just
under a million dollars.
Imagine what a mil-
lion dollars could mean
to ISU’s football team
in terms of recruiting.
Unfortunately, this money
does not go exclusively to
ISU’ football program.
Rather, the money goes
into the general ath-
letic fund to provide for
projects such as the Miller
Ranch locker rooms, to
name just one.

Some people consider

football players “glory
hogs, garnering more
than their fair share of
attention and public sup-
port. I would disagree.
While the public largely
turns out in full support
of our Bengals football
team, the student section
at Holt Arena is usually
under-represented. Stu-
dents, the football players
in our and any other
school often shoulder the
burden of generating rev-
enue for the tennis, golf,
swimming, track and
other sports programs.
What do you think
happens to our players
when they play a top-tier
school and get their butts
kicked? After such games,
many of our players have
to sit out a game or two
because of injuries. The
loss looks bad on their
season’s record. And, they
do not get any positive
feedback for the sacrifices
they are making, both
personally and profes-
sionally. It is time they
got their due. Pocatello,
keep up the good work.
1SU, give the guys a boost.

Debbie Brooks,
Pocatello

those “in the remotest him and fornia, was
parts unknown to us all  twoprevi- g ic high timefor  the fistcity
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their persons to perpetual  Francishas  People. Columbus  gone the
slavery” also offered and hisfellow ~ same. (Four
Some priests had forgiveness ; schools and
disputed Spains right of for terimes  terrorists should - TS
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peace-loving people,
Columbus and others
treated them with wanton
brutality.

Priests in Columbus’
party provided detailed
accounts of horrendous
acts. The people of
Hispaniola were enslaved
and worked to death.
They were also hunted
down with dogs, hung
upside down and burned
alive. The Taino people
who greeted Columbus
warmly were reduced
from an estimated 1
million to just 500 in

America”

The Loretto sisters have
received no response,
except from the U. S.
Conference of Bishops
who thanked them for
sending them a copy of
the letter. In 2007, Arch-
bishop Celestino Mi-
gliore did respond to an
earlier inquiry. He wrote
that subsequent papal
bulls had forbidden the
enslavement of Indians
and there was “no need
to take further action”
Sister Libby Comeaux of
the Loretto Community

knowledge that Columbus
should not be honored for
his genocidal attacks on
America’s natives.

Itis high time for
Congress to declare the
second Monday in Oc-
tober a national holldzy
honoring America’s
native people. Columbus
and his fellow terrorists
should be relegated to the
trash heap of history.

Nick Gier taught phi-
losophy and religion at the
University of Idaho for 31
years.
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