Unfortunately, the MSD has the lowest graduation rates in Latah County and it is not about the lack of money.  It’s philosophy. Certainly the Alternative High School has significantly reduced MSD’s dropout rates, yet more must be done.  For similarly sized Idaho districts, the MSD budgets the least on Career and Technical Education.

With MSD’s 168 instructional days students “drop-out” because of the lack of CTE (Voctech), shortage of instructional days, and difficulty in arranging dual enrollment.  

Moscow and Pullman have high academic outcomes.  However, Pullman offers twelve Advanced Placement classes (five of which are filled), versus two for Moscow.  With        higher graduation rates, Pullman has a much higher quality and quantity of CTE, broader public support, and a thriving dual enrollment program. Pullman has less staff per student.

Pullman has been ranked one of the 100 best school districts in the nation.   The District recently placed 1,2, and 3 in a state welding competition and won the Washington/Oregon regional Science Bowl.  Pullman has 180 days of instruction versus Moscow’s compacted 168. Pullman’s enrollment has been stable, as MSD’s has declined 360 with a total staff reduction of 1.74

Basic Questions:

1) When the $1,970,000 M&O passes for a total of $7,570,000, the MSD will outspend Pullman by $400 to $700 per student for operations.  Why not include in the package 180-190 days of instruction, boost dual enrollment at UI, and focus on credible skills training as many Idaho districts do? 

2) CDA’s M&O override will be  $8,828,687 for an enrollment of 10,512 versus MSD’s $7,570,000 for an enrollment of 2368.  Why not invest in a world-class protech facility and program as CDA has rather than a compacted school year, a limited curriculum, and business as usual?

Let’s reverse Moscow’s continuing discrimination against students that would benefit from vocational education. 
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