Today's Date

Representative or Senator Name

Idaho State Legislature

State Capitol Building

P.O. Box 83720

Boise, Idaho       83720-0038 (House)     83720 (Senate)

Dear Representative or Senator Name;

I am writing to ask you to carefully consider and support changes to Idaho's seat belt law. As a job title (law enforcement officer, for example) I see unbelted drivers and occupants every day, and I have worked around crashes enough to know that unrestrained occupants are more likely to be seriously injured or killed in a crash.  Even though our community spends extra time in well promoted mobilizations to get the word out about buckling up, we still see many Idahoans are not getting the message. We have a law that requires every Idahoan to buckle up, but some act as if there is no law. A $10 fine doesn't cover the costs to write it, and it certainly doesn't go very far in changing the way some people react.  

Idaho's use rate is much lower than that of most western states. Lower use means more fatalities and costlier injuries for those involved in crashes. Twenty percent of Idahoans do not buckle up, but they account for about 60 percent of Idaho's costs for injury and fatal crashes. For law-abiding citizens, it's not fair that everyone else pays higher insurance premiums, more for hospital care and that state and local governments have to pick up other parts of the tab.

The best thing Idaho could do would to make our existing law more effective would be to make it enforceable like all other moving violations. For the states that have changed their laws to allow this, seat belt use goes up considerably, about 10 percent.  There's no doubt in my mind that getting more people to buckle up would mean fewer fatalities and less severe crashes that put officers at the crash scene to pick up the pieces. 

I urge you consider legislation that takes serious aim at this problem. Responsible drivers who follow the law shouldn't be made to pay for those who are not.

Thank you.

Sincerely

Name

Address

Address and/or email address 

