To the Editor:

Ken Medlin’s letter to the editor outlining the necessity of improving public education and America’s economy is on target.  Virginia’s Democrat Governor, Mark Warner, in a traditionally Republican State has put Dr. Medlin’s views into action.  For Governor Warner the debate is “not left versus right… but future vs. past.”   Virginians worked together to implement math and science programs to raise their high school graduates world competiveness through innovation. Virginia produced the highest increase in math SAT scores in the nation.  

Most importantly, Virginia invested in kids who don’t go to college, helping them obtain industry certification in any of 50 trades. Recently at Harvard University, Governor Warner stated that the most needed educational reform for our nation is “high school skills training for the non-college bound.”

Virginia invested in k-12 education with the largest investment in the state’s history while turning a $6 billion deficit into a $544 million surplus by having Virginia become the “Best Managed State in America”. Virginia downsized its bureaucracy, economized, set priorities, and streamlined state government by instituting performance contracts followed by accountability evaluations.  Virginia has the 2nd lowest jobless rate in the nation.  94.6% of Virginia’s kids graduate from high school.

Warner is a businessman and business friendly. He promotes rural prosperity rather than America’s urbanization, which creates “swaths of prosperity.” 

Moscow has the potential of reversing Warner’s “swaths of prosperity” that bypass rural America by promoting thriving business/economic development, planning growth, providing MSD’s non college bound students skills training, and instituting actions that bolster UI’s reputation and its future.   Let’s focus our politics on what counts. 

Gerald E. Weitz, D.D.S.

