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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: Aug. 11, 2005

Information Contact: Alan Porter 332-3570 x 2126 or Bob Fick 208-332-3570 x 3628

Idaho Hispanic Population Continues Outpacing Total State Growth
Boise, Idaho -- The growth of Idaho’s Hispanic population slowed from mid-2003 to mid-2004 compared to other states, but it still increased at double the rate of the state’s population overall, the Census Bureau reported on Thursday.

The new estimates put the Hispanic population in Idaho at 123,900 on July 1, 2004, an increase of 4.7 percent from a year earlier. Idaho’s total population increased 1.9 percent in the same period, the fourth fastest growth rate among the states.

The state’s growth rate for Hispanics ranked 38th nationally.

Since the 2000 census, the Hispanic population in Idaho has jumped 22 percent while the total population rose 7.7 percent to nearly 1.4 million. 

In that period, Hispanics have moved from less than 8 percent of the population to nearly 9 percent. 

Idaho’s black and Asian populations also grew at rates much faster than the state as a whole while the Indian population grew more slowly. Racial minorities combined account for less than 5 percent of the population.

From mid-2003 to mid-2004, the black population grew 6.1 percent, Asian 4.5 percent and Indian 1.4 percent. 

The latest census estimates showed the continuing concentration of Idaho Hispanics in the state’s population center of Ada and Canyon counties and in two agricultural centers – Twin Falls, Jerome, Gooding, Minidoka and Cassia counties in the south and Bingham, Bonneville, Jefferson and Madison counties in the east.

Those 11 counties contained 58 percent of Idaho’s total population in July 2004 but 73 percent of the Hispanic population.

Twenty percent or more of the population was Hispanic in seven counties – Canyon, Minidoka, Cassia, Jerome, Owyhee, Clark and Power. Four years earlier, only Minidoka,  Owyhee, Clark and Power counties claimed one in five residents as Hispanic.

Two weeks ago, the Census Bureau reported that Idaho’s 2,800 Hispanic-owned businesses generated $352 million in revenue in 2002, up 46 percent from five years earlier when the last business census was taken. That compared to just a 10 percent increase in sales of all business in the state between 1997 and 2002.

According to the 2000 census, 60 percent of Idaho’s foreign-born residents were Hispanic or Latin American, 19 percent European, 13 percent Asian and 7 percent Canadian.
News Directors/Editors: A breakout of Hispanic population data for individual counties follows.
	County
	Hispanic Population 2004
	Total Population 2004
	% Hispanic of Population
	% Hispanic Change from 2003 
	% Hispanic Change from 2000

	State
	123,900
	1,393,262
	8.9%
	4.8%
	21.8%

	Ada 
	17,773
	332,523
	5.3%
	6.4%
	32.0%

	Adams 
	67
	3,451
	1.9%
	17.5%
	24.1%

	Bannock 
	3,861
	75,672
	5.1%
	0.4%
	9.1%

	Bear Lake 
	165
	6,323
	2.6%
	-6.8%
	7.1%

	Benewah 
	197
	8,961
	2.2%
	27.9%
	38.7%

	Bingham 
	6,000
	43,205
	13.9%
	2.1%
	8.1%

	Blaine 
	3,105
	21,103
	14.7%
	10.8%
	53.0%

	Boise 
	250
	7,362
	3.4%
	1.6%
	9.6%

	Bonner 
	647
	39,872
	1.6%
	-1.4%
	7.1%

	Bonneville 
	7,295
	89,653
	8.1%
	5.8%
	27.9%

	Boundary 
	327
	10,396
	3.1%
	-4.4%
	-2.4%

	Butte 
	151
	2,838
	5.3%
	4.1%
	25.8%

	Camas 
	55
	1,013
	5.4%
	-5.2%
	0.0%

	Canyon 
	31,778
	158,038
	20.1%
	5.8%
	29.9%

	Caribou 
	263
	7,213
	3.6%
	4.4%
	-9.0%

	Cassia 
	4,392
	21,393
	20.5%
	3.1%
	9.4%

	Clark 
	340
	906
	37.5%
	-1.2%
	-2.9%

	Clearwater 
	169
	8,393
	2.0%
	19.9%
	2.4%

	Custer 
	243
	4,114
	5.9%
	12.5%
	32.8%

	Elmore 
	3,746
	28,878
	13.0%
	2.5%
	7.3%

	Franklin 
	758
	12,199
	6.2%
	8.1%
	28.3%

	Fremont 
	1,498
	12,263
	12.2%
	5.9%
	19.4%

	Gem 
	1,114
	15,963
	7.0%
	-2.2%
	6.1%

	Gooding 
	2,843
	14,346
	19.8%
	1.6%
	17.8%

	Idaho 
	268
	15,616
	1.7%
	1.5%
	10.3%

	Jefferson 
	2,062
	20,782
	9.9%
	1.2%
	8.1%

	Jerome 
	4,338
	19,279
	22.5%
	9.2%
	37.7%

	Kootenai 
	3,448
	122,350
	2.8%
	11.5%
	36.4%

	Latah 
	851
	35,169
	2.4%
	2.0%
	15.0%

	Lemhi 
	179
	7,820
	2.3%
	-4.8%
	5.3%

	Lewis 
	81
	3,753
	2.2%
	-14.7%
	14.1%

	Lincoln 
	647
	4,326
	15.0%
	4.0%
	19.4%

	Madison 
	1,244
	30,782
	4.0%
	3.7%
	15.4%

	Minidoka 
	5,176
	19,229
	26.9%
	1.7%
	0.8%

	Nez Perce 
	761
	37,823
	2.0%
	9.3%
	5.5%

	Oneida 
	103
	4,143
	2.5%
	0.0%
	8.4%

	Owyhee 
	2,472
	10,998
	22.5%
	-4.7%
	0.5%

	Payette 
	2,811
	21,587
	13.0%
	1.2%
	14.6%

	Power 
	1,788
	7,483
	23.9%
	4.8%
	9.2%

	Shoshone 
	289
	12,827
	2.3%
	2.5%
	8.6%

	Teton 
	987
	7,253
	13.6%
	7.2%
	40.0%

	Twin Falls 
	7,533
	67,935
	11.1%
	5.5%
	25.0%

	Valley 
	205
	7,970
	2.6%
	9.0%
	36.7%

	Washington 
	1,620
	10,059
	16.1%
	4.2%
	18.1%

	Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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