Insurance and Surety Committee’s
Legislative Subcommittee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Insurance and Surety Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Michael Meyer

Re:	Meeting Minutes – Insurance and Surety Committee – Legislative Subcommittee Telephone Conference – March 25, 2019
******************************************************************************

1. Opening: 
Michael Meyer called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM.  
2. Agenda for I&S Legislative Subcommittee’s Meeting – 4:03 PM
	 This meeting of the I&S Legislative Subcommittee was called to discuss certain bills before the Florida Legislature relating to insurance.
3. HB 751 – 4:04 PM
	This Bill removes the violation of good faith from the statutory list of civil remedy claims in Fla. Stat. section 624.155(b)(1) and replaces it with the sole remedy of filing an administrative complaint with “the department.”  To the Subcommittee’s knowledge, this House Bill does not have a Senate counterpart.
	Scott Pence discussed the procedural process for this Subcommittee to make recommendations to the I&S Committee and the Section regarding positions to take on the various bills before the Subcommittee.
	MOTION:
1) That the Subcommittee recommend to the I&S Committee to recommend to the RPPTL Section that it take whatever action necessary to oppose HB 751 as drafted; and 
2) That the Subcommittee recommend to the I&S Committee to recommend to the RPPTL Section that it take whatever action necessary to oppose any current or future Legislative effort to remove from the statutes a civil action brought by an insured against the insurer for not attempting to settle claims in good faith, regardless of whether any such Legislative effort would also seek to replace the civil action with an administrative claim process.
Both Motions PASSED by Unanimous Vote of the participating Subcommittee members.
4. HB 301 – 4:37 PM
This Bill revises the circumstances under which civil actions against insurers are prohibited, revises the periods of time when property insurers must notify policyholders of certain mediation programs, and provides for various other insurance regulation reform.  
The Subcommittee reviewed and discussed all six of the substantive sections of this Bill and determined that Sections 1 and 6 were of particular import to the Subcommittee and the interests of the policyholders.  Section 1 seeks to add an additional prohibition on when an insured can bring a claim against an insurer pursuant to Section 624.155.  Specifically, Section 1 of the Bill would prevent an insured from bringing an action under that statute if “an appraisal is in process and payment, if required, is timely made.”  It was the opinion of the Subcommittee that this new prohibition on when an insured can file suit was intended to effectively extend the 60 day Safe Harbor period in Section 624.155(3)(d) for an indefinite period of time; and the Subcommittee had practical interpretation concerns over what “an appraisal is in process” and “payment…timely made” are intended to mean.  
Section 6 of this Bill seeks to revise Section 627.7015 to extend the time when an insurer must notify a policyholder of its rights to statutory mediation programs.  It was the opinion of the Subcommittee that this was intended to provide the insurer an open-ended period of time to notify the insured of its rights to mediation.  Specifically, it seeks to extend the time within which the insurer must notify the policyholder of its mediation rights to include “the time coverage is applied and payment is determined.”  The Subcommittee also raised practical interpretation concerns raised over what “at the time coverage is applied” and “payment is determined” mean.
MOTION:
[bookmark: _GoBack]That the Subcommittee recommend to the I&S Committee to recommend to the RPPTL Section that it take whatever action necessary to oppose Section 1 and 6 of HB 301.
This Motion PASSED by Unanimous Vote of the participating Subcommittee members.
5. Closing: 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:16 P.M.
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