
Insurance and Surety Committee

Memorandum of Committee Minutes
To:
All Insurance and Surety Committee Members

The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:
Scott. P. Pence, Secretary

Re:
Meeting Minutes – December 17, 2012

************************************************************

1. Opening: Co-Chair, Cary Wright, called the meeting to order at 12:00 Noon.

2. Members in Attendance: 

Pence, Scott; Hoke, Christine; Friedman, Robert; Anderson, Amanda; Brown, Gary; Robinson, Raymond; Partington, Bruce; Schulman, Beth-Ann; Meyer, Michael; Stone, Adele; McTague, Joel; Wright, Cary; Worman, Sherri; Whelan, Edward (guest); Leonardo, Giselle; Burt, Richard; Cohen, Howard; Dudley, Fred; and Vecchioli, Beth (guest).

3. Approval of Minutes


The minutes of the November 19, 2012 Monthly Meeting were approved as circulated.

4. Status of Speakers:


Michael Meyer reported that speakers are currently lined up for February and March and that he is hoping to secure a speaker from Citizens to discuss expected legislative changes at our January meeting.  He is also waiting to hear back from Yvonne Sherron with respect to the status of our CLE approvals.  He is looking for additional speakers for upcoming meetings.

5. Status of Newsletter (not reported):


Scott Pence reported that the next newsletter is currently being put together and he is looking for commitments for articles, blurbs, etc.  Scott requested that any submissions to be sent to him by the end of December, early January for inclusion in the next issue.

6. Section CLE Webinar – May 1, 2013:


Cary reported that he is waiting to hear back from Rob Freedman with respect to whether or not we can engage Pat O’Connor to present again on business interruption insurance.  Cary will provide an update at our January meeting. 

7. Full-Day Seminar/Insurance Tract at CLI:
Cary reported that he mentioned to Reese Henderson the possibility of an insurance tract at the 2014 CLI.  Cary reported that the planning process for the 2014 CLI wil begin sometime in March of 2013.  If our proposal is accepted, Cary will begin to reach out to members of the committee for commitments to present.  

8. New Business:


After the CLE presentation, discussion raised the question of whether or not our committee should seek reform to Section 627.4137, Fla. Stat. which generally requires an insurer and an insured to provide insurance coverage information to a claimant upon the claimant’s request.  Following are some of the issues that were raised: (i) there is no penalty if the information is not provided; (ii) should additional information be required to be provided?; and (iii) should a continuing obligation be incorporated?  It was decided that a subcommittee should be formed to look into these issues and report back to the committee.  The following committee members volunteered to serve on that subcommittee:  Cary Wright, Ed Whelan, Bruce Partington, Rob Friedman, and Sherri Worman.

9. CLE Presentation: (12:10 P.M. – 1:05 P.M.)


Edward Whelan, of the Gunster Law Firm, spoke about the Mid-Continent Casualty Company v. Clean Seas Company, Inc. case out of the Middle District of Florida, Jacksonville Division, Case No. 3:06-cv-518-J-32MCR.

10. Closing:

Co-Chair, Fred Dudley asked Michael Meyer to post the presentation materials to the committee’s website and requested he try to get a defense attorney to present on this case and the related issues at an upcoming meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:08 P.M.
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