
Real Property and Liability & Surety Committee

Memorandum of Committee Minutes
To:
All Insurance and Surety Committee Members

The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:
Scott. P. Pence, Secretary

Re:
Meeting Minutes – Special Meeting, July 26, 2012

************************************************************

1. Opening: Co-Chairs, Fred Dudley and Cary Wright, called the meeting to order at approximately 2:30 P.M.

2. Members in Attendance: 

Eckhard, Rick; Payne, Howard; Wright, Cary; Goldman, Trey; Menor, Art; Pence, Scott; Ezell, Brenda; Ferrao, Maria; Northrop, Andrea; Dudley, Fred; Weintraub, Lee; Mastin, Deborah; and Alexander, Bruce.

3. Committee Newsletter:


It was agreed that the newsletter should be mailed to members of the insurance and surety committee as well as members of the CLC.  The goal is to publish a newsletter 3-4 times a year and to distribute some form of printed material (whether that is the current newsletter, a legislative alert, or some other type of information) to members at each of the Executive Council meetings.  Art suggested doing so would be a good way to show other committees what we are doing, identify potential joint projects and encourage overall participation in the committee.


Scott raised the question of whether we should try to get a committee sponsor, in part to cover the costs of printing the newsletter.  Andrea Northrop expressed interest in having the IOA be a sponsor to the committee.


Fred suggested including a short synopsis of the monthly CLE presentations in each of the newsletters.  

4. National Flood Insurance Program:


Trey provided a brief summary of the program renewal and reform.  

5. Status of Upcoming CLE Presentations:  

A report about insuring residential investment properties from Gassman Law Associates, P.A. was distributed and there was a consensus that Michael Meyer should follow up with respect to the potential for a future CLE presentation by Mr. Gasman and Andrea Northrop.  

Cary asked about the possibility of Trey and Michael Meyer providing a future CLE presentation on the National Flood Insurance Program renewal and reform. 

6. Status of Website Update:


Cary reported that Christine Hoke has uploaded materials to the website, including the newsletter, the legislative alert, committee minutes, and CLE credits and that she will continue to update the website.

7. Legislative Initiatives:

Cary indicated that we currently have none, but we should start considering any new initiatives for 2014 that the committee would like to propose. 


There was a discussion about the possibility of requiring design professionals (e.g. architects and engineers) to provide minimum levels of professional liability insurance as part of their licensing requirements.  Several members voiced concerns that this would be hard-fought by design professionals.  Scott proposed a possible middle-ground of requiring a disclaimer in design professional’s contracts if they did not carry specified levels of insurance rather than an affirmative obligation.


Cary indicated a goal of our committee is to be the first place people turn to when they have an insurance question/issue.

8. New Business:

Andrea indicated that she would forward a blurb for inclusion in the upcoming newsletter.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:30 P.M.
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