
Floods, Rocks, Soils and Trees; 

Understanding the Natural History around Us
The Spokane and Northeast Chapters of the Washington Farm Forestry Association are proud to announce a joint Fall Forestry Tour

Date: Saturday, October 2nd
Time: 9:00A.M. To 3:30P.M.  8:15 Sign in and Welcome, Coffee and Doughnuts

Location: Tour begins indoors at the Newport-Oldtown Rotary Club Meeting Center
(From Newport WA go East on Hwy 2 over the Oldtown Bridge then take the first right just East of the bridge - it’s next to the Public Boat launch). A visit to the scenic Oak's tree farm will follow the morning presentation, just a five minute drive away.

Featured Speaker:  We are very pleased to have  Dr. Gary Ford, Soil Scientist, U.S. Forest Service (retired), and a founding member of the of the Cheney Spokane Ice Age Flood Institute. Gary has spent the better part of his life studying soil and related issues, such as landscape ecology. He has had an outstanding career with the Agency in the Idaho Panhandle National Forests and has mapped over 1,000,000 acres. Gary earned his Doctorate in Soil Science at the Montana State University in Bozeman, Montana. In the morning session, he will provide an overview of the Ice age Floods and their astounding impact in the region.

The story and scope of the world's largest flood is still unfolding. Changing the face of four states, the catastrophic flood cycle has produced world class aquifers, created dramatic land forms and washed mountains of soil and rock to the Pacific. Geology is an in-depth look at the distant past. As tree farmers and foresters, we are usually planning for the near future, so one purpose of this tour is to bring both those visions together. 

Other presenters, including Mark Pullen from the Coeur du deluge Chapter of the IAFI, will focus in the afternoon session on how glaciations and the ancient floods affected the specific area around Newport and a discussion of the geology around Merrill and Muriel Oaks tree farm. We will also take an in depth look at tree planting survival, a fuel reduction effort, pond construction and  analyze some recently dug soil pits.

Thank you for coming and supporting your Spokane and Northeast chapters of the Washington Farm Forestry Association, who are bringing you this Field day.  Do come and enjoy the autumn beauty along the Pend Oreille, and learn more about this area’s amazing natural history. Please bring a friend, (what a great time for new memberships!) and your sack lunch for the afternoon tailgate session around the pond. Soda and juices will be available. Remember it is October and the weather can be questionable, so if everyone brings foul weather gear, you know it will be nice!
Contact Sheldon Magnuson at (509) 292-0866 or at ~ greentree@aimcomm.com or Matt Hobbs at (509) 442-3578 ~ or at hforest@potc.net for more information.
