PALOUSE-SNAKE RIVER CHAPTER 
2nd Annual Field Tour & BBQ
Saturday, June 14, 2008
Craig Mountain Wildlife Management Area

Chimney Complex fire

Wolf Education and Research Center

The 2008 Palouse-Snake River Chapter field trip will be on June 14 to the Craig Mountain area west of Craigmont, Idaho, where we will visit the Wolf Education and Research Center, examine the 2007 Chimney Complex Fire and the subsequent salvage logging and pre-suppression activities on Idaho Fish and Game lands and BLM lands.  We will discuss fire behavior in this rugged area and the current situation on the 54,000 acre fire area along with silvicultural approaches, the historical context of the current stand structure, and overall management objectives on the different ownerships.  A hosted barbecue at Winchester Lake State Park will end the day.
The tour will start at the Nez Perce Historical Park visitors center on US 95 west of Lapwai where those coming from the north and west can join up and arrange the carpool. The Visitor Center opens at 8:00 AM and we will be departing at 9:00 AM, so those who have not been to the center or who wish to see it again can come early.  From there we will travel to Winchester where we will meet up at the Gateway store at the turn off to Winchester Lake State Park with those who do not wish to come to Lapwai.  

After finalizing the carpool we will make the short drive to the Wolf Education and Research Center where we will spend about an hour with a guided tour by the center staff.  

We then will continue to Soldier Meadows Reservoir where we will have a briefing by Thom Hawkins a recent Idaho Department of Lands retiree and consulting forester from Winchester on the history of the Craig Mountain area and the Chimney Complex Fire.  Also participating will be representatives from Idaho Fish and Game, BLM, Bennett Lumber and possibly the Nez Perce Tribe. 
The next stop will be where the road forks with the north branch going to Waha and Lewiston and the south to the Salmon River breaks.  Here a representative from Idaho Fish and Game will tell us about the history of the Craig Mountain Wildlife Management Area, their objectives for the area, and the working relationship they have with the IDL to salvage the fire killed timber and the development of fire breaks.
We will go south and then west to an overlook of the fire area to see where it got its name.  Along the way we will pass through both IFG and BLM land where salvage will occur and the pros and cons of different logging approaches can be discussed.

Continuing south, our last stop will be at a vista point with sweeping views of the fire area, the Snake River, and if it’s clear, the Wallowa and Seven Devils mountains.  Here we can discuss fire behavior and future stand structure following the fire.

We will return directly to the Winchester Lake State Park picnic shelter where there will be a barbecue hosted by the P-SR chapter.  The picnic area is right on the lake, so bring your fishing poles, or brave souls could do some swimming. Things should wrap up about 5:00 PM.  This is a day use area, so there is a charge of $4.00/car which can be paid at the drop box as you enter.  Payment envelopes will be provided each driver (cost will be covered by the PSR Chapter).

For those who wish to make a camping weekend out of it, facilities are available at Winchester Lake State Park.  Camping also is available at Hells Gate State Park along the Snake River south of Lewiston. To reserve a campsite at either park, call toll free 1-866-634-3246.   
Bring the family and join your fellow SAF members as we explore this interesting corner of Idaho.

RSVP to Mark Kimsey, mkinsey@uidaho.edu by June 9.

