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Farm Bill Important to Forestry in the US
 
Washington, DC (January 31, 2007) – Today, the Administration released a proposal for the 2007 Farm Bill. The Society of American Foresters, an organization of more than 15,000 forestry professionals from around the world, is a strong proponent of forestry programs that support landowners and conservation of privately-owned forests. 

 “This administration takes an important step in recognizing forestry as a key component of the Farm Bill,” says SAF Executive Vice-President, Michael Goergen. “With more than 57% of the nation’s forests in the hands of roughly 10 million owners, private forests are essential in achieving the Farm Bill’s goals of securing the nation’s clean water and air, conserving wildlife habitat, rural jobs and the economic base of rural communities, and supplying wood for homes, furniture, paper, and renewable energy.”

Key Facts:

· One third of the Nation’s landscape is forested and 57% of these forests are privately owned.

· Of the 430 million acres of forest in private ownership, 262 million are owned by families and individuals.

SAF Supports:
· Tools to help landowners manage and conserve their land through technical, financial, and education incentives and assistance
· Expanding cost-share opportunities for forest owners through incentive programs

· Developing opportunities for renewable energy and other forest products in a sustainable manner

· Supporting transfer of research findings to forest practitioners and private landowners

Private forest owners, just like farmers, are faced with increasing challenges as land prices rise; markets for their products go overseas; and insects, disease, and wildfires threaten their livelihood. The Farm Bill, with its focus on helping rural landowners stay on the land, can provide tools to help private forest owners overcome these challenges.
“We look forward to working with the Administration and Congress to further our common goals in the Farm Bill, the nation’s most comprehensive policy for America’s rural lands,” said Goergen.
#  #  #

About the Society of American Foresters. The Society of American Foresters (SAF), founded in 1900, is the oldest and largest non-profit forestry association dedicated to promoting forest stewardship through science and education. The Society’s award winning publications – The Journal of Forestry and Forest Science – cover the most significant developments in forest management and science. The Society encourages professional growth through conferences, certification, working groups, and peer-reviewed publications. The SAF membership comprises more than 15,000 forestry professionals involved in conserving forests across all forestry sectors: colleges and universities, local, state and federal government, private industry, and as consultants. For more information about SAF, visit us on the web at www.safnet.org.
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