PALOUSE/SNAKE RIVER CHAPTER MEETING MARCH 25, 2010
I plan to send out a summary of Chapter meetings to help encourage participation in the meetings
Ned Pence opened the meeting by explaining the Executive Board meeting on January 25. The purpose of that meeting was to discuss the January Chapter meeting where the status of the Palouse/Snake River Chapter was discussed. At the Executive Board meeting the Board accepted Ned’s offer to take over the chair position if Chair Kara Chadwick was transferred. Kara has now been transferred. The board accepted Randal Walker as Chair-elect and Rob Keefe as Program Chair. Executive Board members will include Tara King as Chapter Treasure, Mark Kimsey as member and Terry Shaw as member. It was decided to drop to four meetings a year in hopes of encouraging new officers and to hold the cost of meals to around $12 to encourage student participation. The March meeting will be the last meeting until next September.   Ned encouraged member participation in the Inland Empire SAF annual meeting in Wallace on May 20 to 22. The meeting will feature the 1910 big burn a century later. The meeting is somewhat expensive, but it will feature some well-known experts on wildfire, the 1910 fire and the results. A meeting of this magnitude is expensive. The Palouse/Snake River Chapter has loaned Inland Empire SAF $1500 as seed money for the meeting. Attendance at the meeting will need to be at least 250 people to break even. If attendance does not reach that level we will share in the loss.

Under new business, Ned covered the 2012 National SAF meeting in Spokane, Washington. The National SAF has informed the Inland Empire SAF that the meeting will be held in Spokane and has asked us to be the host society. If we decline, they will offer other state societies to be the host and would hold the meeting without our help if necessary. There is $10,000 in funds available for the host and more depending on meeting participation. There has been some discussion and Inland Empire Chair, Terrie Jain, needs to make a decision by the end of April. The decision will be made at the Inland Empire Executive Board meeting April 14. The National meeting will involve considerable work as the meeting date approaches in October 2012 and we need to help Terrie decide if the Inland Empire Society can be the host.
Discussion followed on the proposed Palouse Ranger District exchange for former Plum Creek Timber land in the Lolo Pass area. The Clearwater/Nez Perce National Forest is preparing a DEIS on the exchange. The DEIS will be finished in May or June and it is a sensitive land exchange for Latah and Benewah Counties. Ned and Jay O’Laughlin will discuss a Palouse/Snake River Chapter response after the DEIS is published.

The current Forest Service “New Planning Rule” was then discussed. The National SAF has responded to the scoping for an Environmental Impact Statement.  The SAF response is a one page letter stating that the rule should be “flexible, adaptable, practical, and implementable”. The letter is available on the SAF web site (www.safnet.org). Progress on the new rule can be found on the Forest Service web site. The new rule is important because it will guide the Forest Plans; many are in need of revision under the NFMA. Plan revisions can change the objectives, purpose, desired conditions, and management of the national forests. 
Jay O’Laughlin explained the Climate Change, Bioenergy and Sustaining the Forests of Idaho and Montana conference that was held in Boise on March 2 and 3. The collaboration process currently starting in Idaho and Montana has important implications for improving the management of National Forests.

After dinner the featured speaker was William McLaughlin the current Dean of the College of Natural Resources who talked about the reorganization of the college. The Dean explained that reorganization is necessary due to the current financial status of the State of Idaho and consequently the University of Idaho. The College of Natural Resources will lose $850,000 in state financing. The college will drop from eight departments to three departments. This will save about $600,000. The three new departments will be Fish and Wildlife Management, Conservation and Social Sciences, and Forest Ecology and Biogeosciences. The emphasis will be to preserve the heritage of the College and to save dollars. The objective will be to protect the undergraduate program. There was considerable discussion that followed the Dean’s presentation. An important point was that the Society of American Foresters certification will remain in place until 2016. I appreciate Dean McLaughlin’s willingness to meet with the Chapter and his explanation of this important and sensitive subject.

The meeting was well attended with about 35 persons.  The discussion was great and I hope that the meeting is an indication that the Chapter is on solid ground. Thanks to everyone who attended.

Ned Pence   
