2007 Sustainable Forestry Tour – North Central Idaho
The Idaho Forest Products Commission (IFPC) is hosting another Sustainable Forestry Tour for educators June 20-23 in North Central Idaho.  The tour is modeled after the popular Temperate Forest Foundation’s Intermountain Teachers’ Tour of 2001-2004, continued by IFPC in 2005-2006.  The tour will submerge educators in the dynamics of the forest products industry.  This experience is designed to help educators teach their students about forest resources and the future choices they will need to make.  Don’t miss out on this opportunity to sponsor and nominate educators for a learning experience of a lifetime!  Sponsorships are $300 (registration fee) plus teacher travel costs.  You may sponsor a teacher which you select or we (IFPC) can match you with a teacher who wants to attend the tour.  We are targeting teachers from the rapid growth areas of Idaho and adjacent states.  To be a sponsor or to nominate an educator, contact tour coordinator, Harold Osborne at (208) 875-1471 or IFPC at (208) 334-3292.  You can also register online and learn more about the tour at:
The Idaho Forest Products Commission website for teacher application and for sponsor application and other tour information   http://www.idahoforests.org/tour.htm  

or go directly to Frequently Asked Questions: http://www.idahoforests.org/img/pdf/FAQs_Forest_Tour_07.pdf
 Sponsor application form: http://www.idahoforests.org/tour_sponsorapp.htm
 Teacher application form: http://www.idahoforests.org/tour_teacherapp.htm
 The sustainable forestry concepts that we teach to are:
Foresters manage large landscapes over long time horizons

Nature is dynamic: everything is connected and constantly changing

Foresters can manage for the reoccurrence of desirable outcomes

Sustainable forestry integrates social, economic, and ecological needs

Regulations exist to protect water, air, soil, fish and wildlife

Incentives are better than regulations

Forestry is capital intensive

The highest technology is employed in the woods, mills and labs

There is complete utilization of the resource

We all need and use wood products

Wood is an environmentally sound building material

We can meet our material needs while protecting forest ecosystems

We all need to make informed choices

Teachers have a special responsibility

The forest products industry is rich in career opportunities
