




Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary 

Re:	Meeting Minutes – April 13, 2026
************************************************************
RECORDING ATTENDANCE:  NOTE:  Recording your attendance helps track participation and gives you a record to look back on when reporting CLE.  Use the link distributed by Bruce Partington to record your attendance for this meeting.  
1. Opening:  Chair, Bruce Partington called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. 

Vice-Chairs of the CLC are Brett Henson, and Jason Quintero. Secretary is Robert Doan. 
The minutes from the February 9, 2026, meeting were circulated by the Secretary on February 9 and again by the chair on 4/11. The minutes were approved.  
There was no meeting in March due to the timing of the Construction Law Institute. 
2. Subcommittee Reports:
[bookmark: _Hlk490475201]	A. ABA Forum on Construction Law Liaison:  Tony Lehman (alehman@hlpwlaw.com ) is the Forum Liaison.  No report today: Tony reported in November:
The 50th Anniversary Annual meeting will be held in Chicago May 6-9, 2026. The topic will be:  "Lessons Learned from the Last 50 Years on Project Execution & Claims Management."  There are many special events including a gala at the Field Museum (separate ticketing).
If you’d like to learn more about getting involved in the Forum generally, including sponsorship opportunities, feel free to reach out to Tony or Sanjay.  If you are interested in being published in one of the periodicals, he can assist. 
There are 2 new books:  The 2nd Edition of a book on Construction Insurance; and there is a new book on project delays coming out also, called “Time.”  
	Looking ahead, there will be a fall meeting in Boston in October.  
B.  ADR Subcommittee:  Reese Henderson and Bryan Rendzio are the co-chairs.  Anyone who is interested in participating in the committee, please contact reese.henderson@gray-robinson.com or brendzio@milesadr.com.  Brian reported in they had there regular first Monday of the month meeting last Monday.   They are working on coordination with other ADR groups and sections regarding future events.  He also summarized a recent 9th circuit employment case where the contract cited a Federal Arbitration Act governing provision, not a JAMS provision. There was also a severability clause.  This created a conflict and led to litigation ultimately finding the provision was unenforceable. 
C. Certification Exam:  Dara Lindquist (dlindquist@carltonfields.com ) is the chair and Brett Henson (bhenson@carltonfields.com) is Vice-Chair. Brett reported that the exam is drafted and waiting for peer review.  Applications closed in October for this year’s exam. 
D. Certification Review Course:   Scott Pence (spence@carltonfields.com ) is the chair, and Jason Quintero (jquintero@carltonfields.com) and Ryan Sullivan (ryan.sullivan@hwhlaw.com) are the co-vice -chairs.  No report this month. 
E. Construction Law Institute:  Trevor Arnold (trevor.arnold@gray-robinson.com ) is the current Chair.  Haley Maple (hmaple@ksmlawyers.com) and Nikki Bhavsar (nikki.bhavsar@udx.com)  are co-vice chairs.  Nikki reported surveys will come out soon.  
F. Construction Litigation:  Jason Lambert (jason.lambert@hwhlaw.com ) Michael Feinberg (Michael.feinberg@ansbacherlaw.net  and Zoe Wundermann (zoew@deeblawgroup.com)  are the co-chairs. The Litigation Subcommittee continues to conduct monthly telephonic meetings on the first Thursday every month at 11 AM.   Email either one of them if you’d like to be on the email list. No report this month.  
G. Construction Regulation:     Chris Cobb (CCobb@cobbgonzalez.com) and James Gonzalez (jgonzalez@cobbgonzalez.com) are co-chairs.  Chris reported there was a small change to licensure.  There are new definitions for “subcontractor” and “supplier” in Ch. 489 matching other chapters.   There is also a new statute regarding licensure consequences for failure to timely pay subs or suppliers if paid by the owner. He also noted James Gonzalez will take over as chair of the Engineering licensing board.   
H. Construction Transaction Subcommittee.  Claramargaret Groover (cgroover@beckerlawyers.com) and Alex Leon (aleaon@haberlaw.com ) are co-chairs.  
The goal of this subcommittee is to provide a practical resource to construction transactional attorneys to refer to when drafting / updating / customizing standard AIA docs. There will be an annual or semi-annual report from the subcommittee that notes which cases relate to certain sections of the standard AIA docs.  No report this month.
I.  Contractor’s University: Chair, David Zulian (dazulian@napleslaw.com) and   James Barlow are co-chairs (jbarlow@careyomalley.com ).  David reported that there are still facing headwinds with the Bar.  
J. In-House Counsel: David Ehrlich and (dehrlich@coastalconstruction.com ) and Joe Darr (jdarr@brasfieldgorrie.com )  are the chairs. The event meets on the last Tuesday of every other month.  If anyone knows any in-house that might be interested in joining, let David or Joe know by email.  
K. Legislative Subcommittee:  Nick Elder (nelder@cobbgonzalez.com ) and Ryan Sullivan (ryan.sullivan@hwhlaw.com)  are Co-Chairs.  Nick reported that most bills related to construction died in committee.  HB 803/SB1234 passed and related to revising the expiration date of building permits to one year or the next edition of the building code, whatever is later.  It also reduces the threshold for permit requirements to $7500 total project value.  It also allows homeowners to opt to use provide inspection providers and prevents the AHJ from reviewing plans approved by the private provider.  It also shortens the timeframe to approve permits for projects less than $15k to 5 days once the application is complete. It also prevents HOA’s from requiring a building permit in advance of HOA review/approval.    
L. Membership Subcommittee:  David Zulian (dazulian@napleslaw.com)  and Mark Smith re co-chairs (msmith@careyomalley.com )  David reported previously that there are currently 575 members.  If you are aware of anyone that would like to become a member of the committee, let David or an officer of CLC know.  
NTOE: Please remember to update the CLC and listserv if your e-mail address changes.  It will not automatically update when you change your address with the Bar. Remind interested members they need to be a member of RPPTL before becoming an official member of the CLC Subcommittee. 
M. Newsletter:   Peter Kapsales (pkapsales@milnelawgroup.com) and Hilary Morgan (hmorgan@shermanhoward.com ) and Clark Girges (cgirges@carltonfields.com)  are co-chairs of this committee.  Clark reported they are hoping to get the next edition out this month.  They are always looking for new articles.  Articles should be at least 750-1000 words and have far less formal requirements than Action Line or the Bar Journal. Send submissions of ideas to Peter or Hilary if you are interested in submitting.  Also, subcommittees should submit 25-50 words on activities of the subcommittees.   
N. Pro Bono Subcommittee:  Pamela Holcombe (pamela@anastasialaw.net) is looking for a fellow co-chair.  Reach out to Pam or Bruce if you are interested in service.  Anyone interested in joining the subcommittee or in receiving referrals for pro-bono assignments should contact Pam for more information.  Volunteering attorneys work in conjunction with legal aid counsel on cases. Reach out to Pam if interested.   
O. Publications: Andrew Foti (afoti@stearnsweaver.com) and Mike Rothfeldt (mrothfeldt@carltonfields.com ) are co-chairs.   Articles for Action Line should be 1000-3000 words.  Florida Bar Journal feature articles should be 7000 words or less and columns should be 4500 or less.   If you have any ideas for articles or would like to peer review articles of others, please email Mike or vice-chair Andrew Foti for ideas or to volunteer to peer review.  No report this month.    
P. Government Contracting and Small Business:  Lisa Colon Heron (lcolon@smithcurrie.com) and Belinda Bacon (bbacon@sfwmd.gov ) are the co-chairs. They meet the last Wednesday of the month at noon by Zoom.  Lisa reported on a new bill signed by the Governor.  It bars local governments from taking any action related to DEI initiatives.  This will affect any locally administered WBE/MBE programs.  It prohibits use of any local funds to require any DEI training or programs. Prime contracts are required to flow down certain required compliance provisions.   At the Federal level, there is a similar law prohibiting prime contractors from requiring any DEI initiatives or requirements.  Failure to comply could result in termination of a contract or debarment from qualification.  The state law would not prohibit programs that are race and general neutral like small business initiatives / preference programs. 
Q. Website:  Jack Taylor (jack.taylor@forthepeople.com )   and Klarika Caplano (Klarika@KlarikaJCaplano.com)  are the co-chairs. Visit rpptl.org and you can then access the CLC webpage.  Please advise of subcommittee meeting dates if you are the chair so they can update the website. 
R. Young Lawyers: Richard Harrylal (richard.harrylal@hwhlaw.com) and Samantha Encalada (samantha.encalada@daviesduke.com) are co-chairs.  Meetings are quarterly.   Sean Mickley reported on their behalf that they did a happy hour at the CLI, before the welcome reception on Thursday at 530.  
S. CLE: Sean Sullivan (ssullivan@beckerlawyers.com ) is chair along with Jill Dutmers (jdutmers@shutts.com ) and Anya Pardy (apardy@williamsparker.com)  as the vice-chairs.  CLE’s are  booked through September.  There are spots open in November and beyond. 
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
3. New Business:     
4. Continuing Legal Education Presentation:  Today’s CLE was set to be a Primer on the CCNA’s Processes and Pitfalls, including advanced topics on design-build, CMAR, and P3s.  Our presenters are  Lacey Corona & Megan Schroder. Unfortunately, due to illness, the CLE was postponed and did not take place. It will tentatively happen in September. 
5. Closing: 
The CLC had an impromptu discussion on current trends in litigation.

Brett Henson reported on recent discussions about board certification and practical skills based CLE/practicums.  This would target 3 – 7 year attorneys looking to enhance their skills.  The group is looking to move this from concept to practice. 

There are two CLE’s coming up in conjunction with the RPPTL Section.  One is on the Economic Loss Rule (June 8, 2026.)   Another is, Part 2 of Construction Damages (July 13, 2026.)  

[bookmark: _Hlk13476692][bookmark: _Hlk535231034][bookmark: _Hlk132021515][bookmark: _Hlk16506672]REMINDER: 
Note:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, May 11, 2026, beginning at 11:30 a.m., via Zoom.  The Zoom link and dial in information will be distributed by email from Bruce Partington to the construction official business listserv prior to the meeting, but unless there is an unexpected change, should be: 
Zoom Meeting
	https://joneswalker.zoom.us/j/91825548590?pwd=qkeJLaxkcgRMzPna0dt6EpV4l1QTyA.1 

	Meeting ID: 918 2554 8590

	Passcode: 305990




The attendance list as of 12:18 EST pm was:
	4/11/2026 14:32:03
	Test
	
	

	4/13/2026 8:01:22
	Oblow
	Brian
	brian.oblow@arlaw.com

	4/13/2026 9:27:41
	King
	Bruce
	bking@carltonfields.com

	4/13/2026 10:08:39
	Lubitz
	Alan
	lubitzlaw@gmail.com

	4/13/2026 10:16:55
	Newman
	Hayley 
	hnewman@insurancedefense.net 

	4/13/2026 10:19:53
	Partington
	Bruce
	bpartington@joneswalker.com

	4/13/2026 10:21:37
	Cohen
	Howard
	howard.cohen@bipc.com

	4/13/2026 10:23:58
	George
	Reynolds
	greynolds@carrallison.com

	4/13/2026 10:28:39
	Staine
	Chris
	cstaine@shumaker.com

	4/13/2026 10:31:12
	Utrera
	Christopher
	cmu@utreralaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:31:13
	Lehman
	Anthony
	alehman@hlpwlaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:31:50
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	Holcombe
	pamela@anastasialaw.net

	4/13/2026 10:31:50
	Elder
	Nicholas
	nelder@cobbgonzalez.com 

	4/13/2026 10:32:51
	Gilbert
	Randy
	Randy@TheConstructionAttorneys.com

	4/13/2026 10:33:13
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	lindsay
	lgmccormick@mdwcg.com

	4/13/2026 10:33:25
	Young
	Mark
	mark.young@asbuiltlaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:33:52
	Owen
	Ryan
	ryan.owen@arlaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:34:33
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	hilary
	hmorgan@taftlaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:34:38
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	Lee
	lweintraub@beckerlawyers.com

	4/13/2026 10:34:41
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	Chris
	croach@zinzowlaw.com
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	evbenavidez@carrallison.com

	4/13/2026 10:34:49
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	kschin@bilzin.com

	4/13/2026 10:34:53
	Quintero
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	jquintero@carltonfields.com

	4/13/2026 10:34:56
	Wright
	William Cary
	cwright@carltonfields.com

	4/13/2026 10:35:03
	Rudge
	Timothy
	trudge@shumaker.com

	4/13/2026 10:35:13
	Grimm
	Reed
	rwg@taylordaylaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:35:31
	Henson
	Brett
	bhenson@carltonfields.com

	4/13/2026 10:36:14
	Chappel
	Natalie
	natalie.chappel@universalorlando.com

	4/13/2026 10:37:25
	Cobb
	Christopher
	ccobb@cobbgonzalez.com

	4/13/2026 10:37:29
	Rowlson
	Brian
	browlson@bradley.com

	4/13/2026 10:38:30
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	gsangiovanni@smithcurrie.com

	4/13/2026 10:38:32
	Mickley
	Sean
	smickley@whitebirdlaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:38:38
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	Christopher
	chris@npw-law.com

	4/13/2026 10:39:13
	Sibrian
	Lia
	lia.sibrian@csklegal.com

	4/13/2026 10:40:49
	Story
	Rachel
	rstory@taylordaylaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:41:24
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	hughdhiggins@gmail.com
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	4/13/2026 10:44:59
	Barszczak
	Leslie
	leslie@npw-law.com

	4/13/2026 10:45:09
	Barnes
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	fred@fcbarneslaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:45:22
	Sullivan
	Sean
	ssullivan@beckerlawyers.com

	4/13/2026 10:45:51
	Fair
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	amf@fairconstructionliens.com

	4/13/2026 10:46:40
	Colon
	Y. Lisa
	lisa.colon@saul.com

	4/13/2026 10:49:07
	Bachara
	Chip
	cbachara@bacharagroup.com

	4/13/2026 10:50:13
	Goldberg
	Dylan
	dgoldberg@siegfriedrivera.com

	4/13/2026 10:50:30
	Daniel
	Young
	daniel@youngfoster.com

	4/13/2026 10:50:44
	de Flesco
	Bob
	robert.deflesco@csklegal.com 

	4/13/2026 10:50:55
	Worman
	Robert
	rworman@wormanlaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:51:40
	Girges
	Clark
	cgirges@carltonfields.com

	4/13/2026 10:51:44
	Crego
	Benjamin
	bcrego@broward.org

	4/13/2026 10:51:44
	Szabo
	Erik
	eszabo@shutts.com

	4/13/2026 10:51:44
	Gonzalez
	Jennifer
	jgonzalez@vlplaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:51:45
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	cmhorton@smithcurrie.com

	4/13/2026 10:51:47
	Hirschman
	Kimberly
	khirschman@therhlawfirm.com

	4/13/2026 10:51:49
	Pardy
	Anya
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	4/13/2026 10:51:52
	Salomon
	Stefanie
	ssalomon@pecklaw.com

	4/13/2026 10:51:59
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	Leonardo
	lno@leonardoortizpa.com

	4/13/2026 10:52:21
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	shusterattny@comcast.net
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	David
	dazulian@napleslaw.com
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	Vitale
	Ben
	bvitale@vitalefirm.com

	4/13/2026 10:54:31
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	kevin.mcgavock@akerman.com

	4/13/2026 10:55:04
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	Jeffrey
	jnelson@stearnsweaver.com

	4/13/2026 10:55:13
	Covington
	Angela
	acovington@careyomalley.com

	4/13/2026 10:55:23
	kelly
	paul
	pkelly@paulkellypa.com

	4/13/2026 11:11:15
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	Samuel
	samuel.korab@forthepeople.com
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	klanderson@mdwcg.com
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	Julie
	juliemorseforan@gmail.com

	4/13/2026 11:12:50
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	Jack
	jack.taylor@forthepeople.com

	4/13/2026 11:18:42
	Doan
	Robert
	robert.doan@cobbcole.com 
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