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Drawings
• What are Drawings?
• Drawing Types
• Cover Sheet

• Project Name and Location
• Design Phase Designation
• Drawing Index (Plan Set Layout)
• Applicable Codes
• General Notes
• Design Team
• Title Block

• Architectural Plan Types
• Architectural Symbols
• Sections, Details and Schedules



What Are Drawings?
• AIA A201 §1.1.5 defines Drawings (Plans) as…

• “Graphic and pictorial portions of the Contract Documents 
showing the design, location and dimensions of the Work, general 
including plans, elevations, sections, details, schedules, and 
diagrams.”



Drawing Types
• Civil (C)
• Life Safety (LS)
• Architectural (A)
• Structural (S)
• Mechanical (M)
• Fire Protection (FP)
• Plumbing (P)
• Electrical (E)



Cover Sheet
• Project Name and Location
• Design Phase Designation
• Drawing Index (Plan Set Layout)
• Applicable Codes
• General Notes
• Design Team
• Title Block



COVER SHEET



Project Name & Location



Design Phase Designation



Applicable Codes



Drawing Index





General Notes



Design Team



Title Block



Architect / Engineer

Sign and Seal

Project Name and 
Location

Arch. / Eng. Job 
Number, Designer, 
Checked By.

Revisions 

Drawing Phase

Drawing Title

Sheet Number

Date (Typically Original Publish Date)



Revisions 



Architectural Plan Types
• Plan (Birdseye View)
• Elevations
• Sections (Building / Wall)
• Details
• Schedules



PLAN VIEW (BIRDSEYE VIEW)



ELEVATIONS



BUILDING SECTIONS



WALL SECTIONS



DETAILS



SCHEDULES



Architectural Symbols

Elevations (Sheet A2.1, Elevation #1)

Sections (Sheet A3.1, Section #3)

Details (Sheet A3.6, Detail #1)

Other Architectural Symbols
• Interior Elevations
• Wall Types
• Door Types
• Window Types
• Miscellaneous Others



PLAN VIEW (BIRDSEYE VIEW)



ELEVATIONS



PLAN VIEW (BIRDSEYE VIEW)



BUILDING SECTIONS



WALL SECTIONS



PLAN VIEW (BIRDSEYE VIEW)



DETAILS



SCHEDULES



Specifications
• What are Construction Specifications?
• MasterFormat (50 Divisions)

• Expanded From 16 to 50 Divisions in 2004

• Specification Sections
• What is included in each section?



What Are Construction Specifications?
• AIA A201 §1.1.6 defines Specifications as…

• “The portion of the Contract Documents consisting of the written 
requirements for materials, equipment, systems, standards and 
workmanship for the Work, and performance of related services.”



MasterFormat (50 Divisions)
• Specifications are organized by Divisions and subdivided 

into Sections.
SPECIFICATIONS GROUP
General Requirements Subgroup
• Division 01 — General Requirements
Facility Construction Subgroup
• Division 02 — Existing Conditions
• Division 03 — Concrete
• Division 04 — Masonry
• Division 05 — Metals
• Division 06 — Wood, Plastics, and Composites
• Division 07 — Thermal and Moisture Protection
• Division 08 — Openings
• Division 09 — Finishes
• Division 10 — Specialties
• Division 11 — Equipment
• Division 12 — Furnishings
• Division 13 — Special Construction
• Division 14 — Conveying Equipment
Facility Services Subgroup:
• Division 21 — Fire Suppression
• Division 22 — Plumbing
• Division 23 — Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning 

(HVAC)
• Division 25 — Integrated Automation
• Division 26 — Electrical
• Division 27 — Communications
• Division 28 — Electronic Safety and Security

Site and Infrastructure Subgroup:
• Division 31 — Earthwork
• Division 32 — Exterior Improvements
• Division 33 — Utilities
• Division 34 — Transportation
• Division 35 — Waterway and Marine Construction
Process Equipment Subgroup:
• Division 40 — Process Interconnections
• Division 41 — Material Processing and Handling Equipment
• Division 42 — Process Heating, Cooling, and Drying Equipment
• Division 43 — Process Gas and Liquid Handling, Purification and Storage 

Equipment
• Division 44 — Pollution and Waste Control Equipment
• Division 45 — Industry-Specific Manufacturing Equipment
• Division 46 — Water and Wastewater Equipment
• Division 48 — Electrical Power Generation



Sections



Sections



What is included in each section?
• Summary
• Definitions
• Submittal Requirements
• Quality Assurance (Mock-Ups)
• Products and Manufacturers
• Examination of Substrate
• Surface Preparation
• Application Procedures
• Schedule (Which products go where?)



Order of Precedence
• Contract Clause

• Not every contract defines the Order of Precedence, however in cases of 
inconsistency, conflict or ambiguity in the documents this clause will provide 
priority of documents.

1. Change Orders / Amendments To The Contract
2. Contract between Owner and GC
3. Conditions of the Contract (General and Supplementary)
4. Architect Supplemental Instructions
5. Request For Information
6. Submittals / Shop Drawings (Approved by Architect)**

** AIA 201 3.12.4 states “Shop Drawings…. Are not Contract Documents.”
** AIA 201 3.12.8 states “The work shall be in accordance with approved submittals except that the Contractor shall not be relieved of responsibility for deviations from

the requirements of the Contract Documents…”

7. Specifications
8. Details and Sections
9. Plan Drawings
Disclaimer: This is a general guideline. Project specific conditions may modify order of precedence. 



QUESTIONS?
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