


Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary

Re:	Meeting Minutes – March 11, 2019
************************************************************
RECORDING ATTENDANCE: Attendance must be recorded BY EACH MEMBER through the use of Google Documents. An email with the link to log attendance is sent out the day of each meeting.  Please contact Scott Pence if you have not been receiving the links. 
1. Opening:  Scott Pence called the meeting to order at 11:33 a.m. 

Officers acknowledged in addition to chair Scott Pence were, Vice-Chair Reese Henderson, Vice-Chair Neal Sivyer, Secretary, Robert Doan.  
The minutes from the February 11, 2019, meeting were distributed by Robert Doan after the meeting on the 11th and by Scott Pence on the Friday prior to the meeting for approval today.   
PLEASE USE THE ATTENDANCE REPORTING LINK CIRCULATED BY SCOTT ON 3/8 TO RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE.
2. Subcommittee Reports:
[bookmark: _Hlk490475201]	A. ABA Forum on Construction Law Liaison:  Cary Wright is the liaison.  Claramargaret Groover gave a report last month.  On April 25-27, the ABA Forum Annual Meeting will be held in Hollywood, FL.  “Construction Issues Related to Advancing Natural Disasters and Dealing With the Aftermath” is the topic.   There are multiple divisions within the Forum for specialty areas.  Contact Cary or Claramargaret if you are interested in getting involved with the ABA Forum.  
B.  ADR Subcommittee:  Deborah Mastin is chair.  No report this month.
C. Certification Exam:  Jayne Pittman is chair.  No report this month.   
D. Certification Review Course:   Mindy Gentile and Deb Mastin were chairs.  The Course took place concurrently with the CLI this past Thursday through Saturday, with a long day of presentations Thursday, a full day Friday, and Saturday morning. It was another well-attended, successful event. 
E. Construction Law Institute:  Sanjay Kurian is the chair.  The event took place March 7 – 9.  There 430 attendees, including 300+ construction attorneys.  It began with the annual golf tourney and reception on Thursday.  Courses began Friday morning and ran through Saturday afternoon.  Contact Sanjay or Jason Quintero for information on 2020 if you would like to join the subcommittee.  Leslie O’Neil won the Lifetime Achievement Award winner.  Brad White was awarded the Rising Star award. 
F. Construction Litigation:  Neal Sivyer is chair. Working on the next webcast seminar.  Topic is shaping up to be related to admissibility to expert opinions and damage theories.    
G. Construction Regulation:    Fred Dudley and Steve Sellers are chairs.  No report this month. 
H. Construction Transaction Subcommittee.  Claramargaret Groover is chair.  No formal report but if anyone has a case of note in the last 30-60 days that could offer guidance on better contract drafting (e.g. a 725.06 indemnification case), please forward to Claire and she will reformat for the index that she is putting together. 
 I. Contractors University Subcommittee:  Lee Weintraub is chair. No report this month.  More progress next month.   
J.  Legislative Subcommittee:  Sanjay Kurian is chair and Sean Mickley is co-chair.  Sean Mickley reported the committee has voted to opposed two pending bills, one related to Ch 558 changes that would impose mandatory non-binding arbitration as a prerequisite to filing suit.    The RPPTL committee has requested white papers on the basis for opposition. 
K. Membership Subcommittee: The chair is David Zulian.  His email address is dazulian@napleslaw.com.   There are now approximately 723 members.
L. Newsletter:   Tyler Derr and Lindy Keown: No report this month.  Send submissions to Tim or Tyler. A recent edition was circulated by Scott Pence last week.  
M. Publications: Please contact Brett Henson and Kelly Humphries if you have any ideas for articles or would like to peer review articles of others.  The next submission deadline is March 15 2019.  Email Brett at bhenson@slk-law.com or Kelly at khumphries@gunster.com  for ideas or to volunteer to peer review.
N. Small Business Programs:  Lisa Colon Heron is the chair. A case released 2/8/2019 (Skyline, LLC) related to a white female who applied to the “AA” program for historically disadvantaged persons with a business in existence for at least two years.  The SBA found she did not meet the nexus between being socially disadvantaged and struggling to succeed in business.   
O. Tech Subcommittee: Today’s call is being recorded for a podcast, which will be available in the iTunes store.  
P. Website:  Hardy Roberts and Brian Solomon.  No report this month.    Visit rpptl.org and you can then access the CLC webpage.  
Q. CLE: Scott Lehman and Katie Heckert are the chairs.  Katie reported, we are set through June. You can contact Scott or Katie Eckert if you are interested in presenting later this year or to request a topic.  Please contact Katie or Scott if you are interested in presenting or have any suggestions.
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
3. New Business:   None.  
4. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 11:53 A.M. and ended at 1:03 P.M.)
	Our speakers for today’s CLE was attorney, Meredith A. Freeman, Esq., of Shutts in Tampa, Florida who spoke to us about the “Top 10 Ethical Challenges for Construction Lawyers.”
NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify co-chairs Scott Lehman or Katie Heckert as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 45-minute segments but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.
5. Closing: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]No further business was conducted after conclusion of the CLE presentation and Q & A period following.   The meeting was adjourned at 1:03 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk535231034]REMINDER: The next regularly scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, April 8, 2019, beginning at 11:30 a.m., as a regular conference call. The dial in info is: 888-376-5050 / Pin 7542148521# 
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