


Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary

Re:	Meeting Minutes – January 11, 2016
************************************************************
RECORDING ATTENDENCE: Attendance must be recorded BY EACH MEMBER through the use of Google Documents. An email with the link to log attendance is sent out the day of each meeting.  Please contact Hardy Roberts if you have not been receiving the links. 
1. Opening:  Chair, Hardy Roberts, called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. 

Officers acknowledged in addition to Hardy were, Vice-Chair Scott Pence, vice-chair Reese Henderson and Secretary, Robert Doan.  
The minutes from the December 14, 2015, were acknowledged as waived.  
PLEASE USE THE ATTENDANCE REPORTING LINK CIRCULATED BY HARDY TO RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The CLE Subcommittee chair position is currently open.  Please contact Hardy if you are interested in serving.  
2. Subcommittee Reports:
	A. ABA Forum on Construction Law Liaison:  
Cary Wright reported via Hardy:  The mid-winter meeting will be in San Francisco in January (21-22) and the brochure is on the website.   Next year’s annual meeting will be in Nashville in the end of April (28-30) 2016.  Regional meetings will begin soon.  Contact Cary for the date of the Jacksonville meeting.  There is now an ABA Forum App available for mobile devices.  There are 13 areas within the ABA forum on construction law.  Contact Cary if you are interested in getting involved with the ABA Forum. 
B.  ADR Subcommittee:  Deborah Mastin is chair.  No report today. 
C. Certification Exam:  David Willis is the new chair.  October 31, 2015 was the deadline to file for the 2016 exam.   The committee is still drafting the exam for 2016 and is reviewing applications for certification and re-certification. If you are a peer reviewer, please return those asap.  The exam is May 19, 2016.  
D. Certification Review Course: Bryan Rendzio iand Deb Mastin are chairs.  Bryan reported:  All speakers are confirmed.  Written materials are being finalized.  March 10-12 next year.  See below for location information. 
	E. Construction Law Institute:  Reese Henderson is the chair.   The 9th annual institute and review course will be at the JW Marriott/Ritz Grand Lakes again next year in early March (10-12).  The luncheon speaker this year will be Kimberly Hurtado, speaking on legal issues arising from 3D printing in construction.   The 2016 brochure is active on the bar CLE website page.  See the brochure for a list of all topics.  Sponsorships are available for 2016.  Contract Reese or Jason Quintero.  
F. Construction Litigation:  Neal Sivyer is chair. They had their webinar on November 8:  “What a real estate practitioner should do when a client comes to them with a failed construction project,” will be the topic.  The physical location of the event was Stetson Law School, in St. Pete.  If you attended, please contact Neal to provide feedback on the event.  The committee will discuss future webinars or live events this month.  
G. Construction Regulation:     Fred Dudley reported on administration actions and noted that he has scaled back the number of admin boards they are tracking and will still track those most directly relevant to the construction industry.  Fred’s legislative tracking report starts on page 7 of the circulated monthly report and has active links you can click to track.  	
There were two cases discussed on the call.  The first involved a dispute between a carrier and insured over the duty to indemnify and defend.  The second case also involved a carrier dispute but involved a dispute over the source of awarded attorneys’ fees.  
H. Construction Transaction Subcommittee.  Claramargaret Groover is chair.  Contact her or Scott Pence to get involved.  No formal written report this month.  A survey of transactional tips is being put together for distribution.  There are quarterly conference calls.  
I. Contractors University Subcommittee:  The presentation for Fort Lauderdale took place and was successful.  Tampa (moved to January 19 or 20) and Orlando (spring 2016) are set as future locations.  The events are geared toward contractors, not attorneys.  The committee will now focus on marketing the events.  There will be 3 per year.  The goal is to have up to 5 presenters and up to 15 contractors.    Fred added that CLE credit approval is pending, and may have already been granted for the Tampa event. 
J.  Legislative Subcommittee:.  Sanjay Kurian reported that the session starts tomorrow.    Anyone interested in participating in this or other legislative topics should contact Sanjay about joining the Legislative subcommittee. Two current issues include dealing with the termination and recommencement of a Notice of Commencement and the effect on priority of liens.  Another issue up for discussion is a proposal to statutorily define a process for dealing with open/abandoned permits.  There is a bill pending for 2016 involves the statute of repose (HB0297 SB0316) and attempts to define the date of completion for statute of repose purposes.  The major construction industry groups are in favor of this bill.  The bill does not propose changing the statute of repose at this time, but does propose a way to define the trigger date.  There is another bill involving uniform permit applications that would allow a shorter time frame for expiration of NOC’s.  
K. Membership Subcommittee: Bryan Judah has is chair.  One new member joined since the last report.  There are now 644 members.     
L. Newsletter:  Jared Smith is chair.  The December article on the Tiara case is being circulated.  If you are aware of any appellate action pending on that case, please let Jared know.  Jared would like to include information in each quarterly email regarding subcommittee news and updates, so subcommittee chairs please provide him with an executive summary of your subcommittee’s current activity, e.g. the information you provide in your telephonic report.  The newsletter subcommittee is also seeking 1 to 2 article submissions of 250 words or less for the newsletter.  Please email Jared at jsmith@rumberger.com.
M. Publications: Please contact Sean Mickley if you have any ideas for articles or would like to peer review articles of others.  Sean’s article on the Jax Utility case will appear in the Winter edition of ActionLine.  We would like to have a construction article in Action Line every quarter.  In Spring, Steve Lesser will have an article on implementing 558 procedures in practice.    Email Sean at smickley@gouldcooksey.com for ideas or to volunteer to peer review.
N. Small Business Programs:  Lisa Colon Heron is the chair.  No items to report this month.   She noted SB 438 which would change prompt pay timing and bond requirements on certain jobs related to small businesses.  Please contact Lisa to get involved.
O. Tech Subcommittee: Hardy is the leader.  Today’s call is being recorded for a podcast like the last few.  
P. Website:  Brent Zimmerman is chair.  No report, but check the website which has the podcasts and notes available from past meetings.  
Q. CLE: There are 5 new course numbers approved and were circulated via the list serv in August.  We need speakers and topic ideas for all months.  Please contact Angela Covington if you are interested in presenting or have any suggestions or email Hardy Roberts.   The CLE Subcommittee chair position is currently open.  Please contact Hardy if you are interested in serving.  
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
3. New Business:  None.
4. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 11:57 A.M. and ended at 12:41 P.M.)
	Hardy introduced the committee’s own, Reese Henderson.  He is a shareholder at Gray Robinson and chair of the Construction Law Institute as well as a vice-chair of this committee. Reese is a certified mediator and presented on confidentiality issues in mediation.   
NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify Chair Angela Covington as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 45-minute segments, but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.  

5. Closing: 

No further business was conducted after conclusion of the CLE presentation and Q & A period following.   The meeting was adjourned at 12:41 p.m.

REMINDER: The next regularly scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, February 8, 2016, beginning at 11:30 a.m., as a regular conference call. The dial in info is: 888-376-5050 / Pin 7542148521# 
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