


Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary

Re:	Meeting Minutes – September 14, 2015
************************************************************
RECORDING ATTENDENCE: Attendance must be recorded BY EACH MEMBER through the use of Google Documents. An email with the link to log attendance is sent out the day of each meeting.  Please contact Hardy Roberts if you have not been receiving the links. 
1. Opening:  Chair, Hardy Roberts, called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. 

Officers acknowledged in addition to Hardy were vice-chairs Scott Pence and Reese Henderson and Secretary, Robert Doan.  
The minutes from the August 10, 2015, meeting were approved as circulated this morning. 
2. Subcommittee Reports:
	A. ABA Forum on Construction Law Liaison:  
Chair is Cary Wright, who reported that October 8-9 is the fall meeting will be in Austin, TX. It is the “Construction ADR Summit.”  Austin City Limits festival is concurrent, so book rooms early and if you are interested in attending the festival, buy tickets now, as they sell out.  In October there will be a trial academy (Oct 21-24) meeting in Washington DC.  This happens every other year and limited to 36 spots.   The mid-winter meeting will be in San Francisco in January (21-22) and next year’s annual meeting will be in Nashville in the end of April (28-30).  There is now an ABA Forum App available for mobile devices.  There are 13 areas within the ABA forum on construction law.  Contact Cary if you are interested in getting involved with the ABA Forum. 
B.  ADR Subcommittee:  Deborah Mastin is chair.  Contact Deborah to join.  Deborahmastin@gmail.com.   They are about to launch an interactive database for adr professionals.  Initially it is just for CLC members but will be expanded.  No report today. 
C. Certification Exam:  David Willis is the new chair.   First meeting will be this Friday in Orlando.  There is a large number of re-certification applications and exam preparation is underway and set to be finished before the end of the year.    
D. Certification Review Course: Deb Mastin is chair.  All speakers are confirmed. March 10-12 next year.  No report today. 
	E. Construction Law Institute:  Reese Henderson is the chair.   The 9th annual institute and review course will be at the JW Marriott/Ritz Grand Lakes again next year in early March (10-12).  The luncheon speaker this year will be Kimberly Hurtado, speaking on legal issues arising from 3D printing in construction.   
F. Construction Litigation:  Neal Sivyer is chair. They will jointly present a webinar with the real estate committee later this year on November 9th.  “What a real estate practitioner should do when a client comes to them with a failed construction project,” will be the topic.  The physical location of the event is Stetson Law School, in St. Pete.  If it goes well, there will be another in the Spring. 
G. Construction Regulation:   Steve Sellers reported on two cases found in the report circulated to the listserv.  First case had to do with an insurance coverage case on defining what part of the property the contractor is working on.  In particular, the case involved damage to equipment on a cell tower from a fire caused by a welder working on a 10ft. section of the tower.  Insurer denied coverage based on the damage being to the contractor’s work, which they said was the entire tower.  The trial court denied the carrier’s motion for summary judgment.  Second case involved local approval of a plywood alternative for storm protection.  Fred Dudley reported on several regulatory issues, including changes to the wording for pre-license experience requirements.   Fred reminded the committee that past/existing declaratory statements are listed on the DBPR website, which can be a valuable resource for licensure related questions, especially questions related to scope activities covered by a license.  Please see the written report circulated to the listserv for full regulatory activity.   There are 55 bills submitted currently, for the session beginning in January and none are construction related.  
H. Construction Transaction Subcommittee.  Claramargaret Groover is chair.  Contact her to get involved.  No formal written report this month.  Claramargaret informed the call about an ongoing discussion about the opportunity to give input into future revisions to AIA docs.       
I. Contractors University Subcommittee:  No change from last month:  There will be a CLE series starting soon that will be located in various cities in Florida.  Presentations for Fort Lauderdale, Tampa and Orlando are set with locations and speakers.  The events are geared toward contractors, not attorneys.  The committee will now focus on marketing the events.  September 22 is the first event in Ft. Lauderdale.  There will be 3 per year.  The goal is to have up to 5 presenters and up to 15 contractors.    
J.  Legislative Subcommittee: Sanjay Kurian is the new chair.    Anyone interested in participating in this or other legislative topics should contact Sanjay about joining the Legislative subcommittee.  
K. Membership Subcommittee: Bryan Judah has taken over as chair.  Three new members joined in August, including one law student.   A written report was circulated last month showing two new members, taking us to 634.   
L. Newsletter:  Jared Smith is chair.  The next newsletter comes out next week.  He would like to include information in each quarterly email regarding subcommittee news and updates, so subcommittee chairs please provide him with an executive summary of your subcommittee’s current activity, e.g. the information you provide in your telephonic report.  The newsletter subcommittee is also seeking 1 to 2 article submissions of 250 words or less for the newsletter. Sanjay will provide an article on changes to 558 for the next editions.  Please email Jared at jsmith@rumberger.com.
M. Publications: Please contact Sean Mickley if you have any ideas for articles or would like to peer review articles of others.  We are looking at getting a construction article in Action Line every quarter.     There are not currently any articles in the pipeline.  Email Sean at smickley@gouldcooksey.com.
N. Small Business Programs:  Lisa Colon Heron circulated a written report on the listserv.  The subcommittee meets the last Wednesday of every month.  Please contact Lisa to get involved.  She pointed out that the SBA changed its rule on September 11, 2015 to allow women owned small businesses to be considered sole source, in an effort to increase their participation to the target goal of 5% of public contracts.  Also of note:  HD supply agreed to pay $5.8M in fines for HD enabling prime contractors to mislead the government into believing a defunct entity was the supplier on several projects when in fact they were not performing a commercially useful function.   
O. Tech Subcommittee: Hardy is the leader.  Today’s call is being recorded for a podcast like the last few.  
P. Website:  Brent Zimmerman is chair.  No report, but check the website which has the podcasts and notes available from past meetings.  
Q. CLE: There are 5 new course numbers approved and were circulated via the list serv in August.  We need speakers and topic ideas for all months.  Please contact Angela Covington if you are interested in presenting or have any suggestions or email Hardy Roberts. 
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
3. New Business:  None.
4. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 12:02 P.M. and ended at 12:53 P.M.)
	Hardy introduced Retired Judges Joseph Farina and Scott Silverman who shared a presentation on "Mediation Issues and Techniques for the Complex Business Case.”  
  NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify Chair Angela Covington as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 45-minute segments, but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.  

5. Closing: 

No further business was conducted after conclusion of the CLE presentation and Q & A period following.   The meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m.
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