


Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary

Re:	Meeting Minutes – March 9, 2015
************************************************************
RECORDING ATTENDENCE: Attendance must be recorded BY EACH MEMBER through the use of Google Documents. An email with the link to log attendance is sent out the day of each meeting.  Please contact Hardy Roberts if you have not been receiving the links. 
1. Opening:  Chair, Hardy Roberts, called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. 

Officers acknowledged in addition to Hardy were vice-chairs Scott Pence and Lee Weintraub and Secretary, Robert Doan.
The minutes from the January meeting were approved as circulated this morning. 
2. Subcommittee Reports:
	A. ABA Forum on Construction Law Liaison:  
Chair Cary Wright reported that the “big” annual meeting will be in Boca Raton (Boca Raton Resort & Club) April 16-18, 2015.  Law students are specifically encouraged to attend the April meeting.  All members are encouraged to be sure and attend this home state meeting.  There will be a Florida Bar CLC reception during the weekend.  October 8-9 the fall meeting will be in Austin, TX.  In October there will be a trial academy meeting in Washington DC.  The mid-winter meeting will be in San Francisco in January and next year’s annual meeting will be in Nashville.  There is now an ABA Forum App available for mobile devices. The Forum is awarding 6 diversity scholarships to women and minority attorneys.  Contact Lisa Colon Heron for info. 
B.  ADR Subcommittee:  Deborah Mastin is chair, Giselle Leonardo reported that the last meeting was by phone on Friday, Feb 13th at 10 am.  Contact Deborah to join.  Deborahmastin@gmail.com.  They are currently working on a database for construction neutrals and bio / cv info highlighting their specific expertise.   
C. Certification Exam: Fred Dudley reported, there are 47 people signed up.  The review course will be this weekend concurrent with the CLI.  There will be 100 multiple choice at 1 point each and 4 short essays at 25 points each, with a passing score of 70 percent.  Pre-testing is underway.    
D. Certification Review Course: No report.  
	E. Construction Law Institute:  Reese Henderson is the chair.  THIS WEEK! March 12-14, 2015, will be the dates this year and the new location is the JW Marriot at Grand Lakes, which shares property with the Ritz Carlton.  The golf tournament will be held at the adjoining Ritz Carlton course which is a Greg Norman designed course on Thursday.  All conference attendees are invited to a Thursday evening opening reception.  The brochure is out and available on the Bar website and RPPTL website under the CLE tab.  The room block is full but rooms may be available by calling the hotel and golf tournament spots are available as well.  This year there will be a new award for a Construction Law Rising Star.       
F. Construction Litigation:  Neal Sivyer is chair.  E-mail RJ Haughey or Neal if you are interested in joining.  Committee met 3 times so far.  First project is to coordinate a webinar late in the year with another committee of the RPPTL committee.  
G. Construction Regulation:   Steve Sellers pointed out the three cases that were included in the report circulated on the listserv.  Summitt Contractors v. Forrester:  a defect case with issues related to whether the insured or insurer gets the benefit of subcontractor indemnity payments.  Another case involved lien priority when a loan on the underlying property was bought out by an interested party for the purpose of foreclosing.  The appeal overruled the trial court decision.  
H. Construction Transaction Subcommittee.  Claramargaret Groover is chair.  Contact her to get involved.  There was a meeting this week to prepare an agenda for the year.  Overall goals include making sure the CLC is familiar with industry standard forms (AIA, AGC Consensus Docs, Engineers Docs, DBIA, etc.)  and working with the litigation side to keep abreast of current issues in the courts with contract docs.  
I. Contractors University Subcommittee:  No report this week.   
J.  Legislative Subcommittee: Scott Pence is chair.  Monitoring HB 87. Watching other changes proposed under 713.06 and Rep. Corchoran’s proposed changes to lien law.  This bill focuses mostly on homesteaded properties and may end up as an amendment to someone else’s bill, which will make the process speed up.  It will likely force the committee to take a broad stance opposing any change to 713 that would limit or eliminate lien rights on residential construction.  With respect to the proposed change to the statute of repose, the split opinion of the subcommittee may lead to no position of support or opposition being taken. 
K. Membership Subcommittee: No spoken report, but Arnie reported by email 1 new member taking us to 627.  A quarterly newsletter will be coming soon. Jared Smith and his firm will assist getting that up and running. 
L. Publications: Please contact Sean Mickley if you have any ideas for articles or would like to peer review articles of others.  Sean reported the next Action Line will feature an article by Larry Leiby on arbitration rules.  There will be a case law update for construction law soon in the Action Line case law update section as well. 
M. Small Business Programs: Lisa Colon Heron reminded their meetings are by call on the last Wednesday of every month. 
N. Surety and Insurance: Bruce Partington and Ty Thompson are chairs.  Contact either to get involved. No report but Ty reminded everyone to come check out the CLI presentation on surety insolvency on Saturday. 
O. Tech Subcommittee: Hardy is the leader.  Today’s call is being recorded for a podcast like the last few. 
P. Website:  Brent Zimmerman is chair.  No report.     
Q. CLE: We need speakers for all months including next month due to a cancellation.  Please contact Angela Covington if you are interested in presenting or have any suggestions. 
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
3. New Business:  None
4. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 12:05 P.M. and ended at 1:05 P.M.)
	Angela introduced Scott Pence. Materials were distributed to the listserv by Hardy Roberts before the call.  The topic is “Top Ten Risk Shifting Provisions,” NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify Chair Angela Covington as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 45-minute segments, but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.  

5. Closing: 

No further business was conducted after conclusion of the CLE presentation and Q & A period following.   The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m.

REMINDER: The next regularly scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, April 13, 2015, beginning at 11:30 a.m., as a regular conference call. The dial in info is: 888-376-5050 / Pin 7542148521# Please note the new pin number.
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