


Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary

Re:	Meeting Minutes – February 9, 2015
************************************************************
RECORDING ATTENDENCE: Attendance must be recorded BY EACH MEMBER through the use of Google Documents. An email with the link to log attendance is sent out the day of each meeting.  Please contact Hardy Roberts if you have not been receiving the links. 
1. Opening:  Chair, Hardy Roberts, called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. 

Officers acknowledged in addition to Hardy were vice-chairs Scott Pence and Lee Weintraub and Secretary, Robert Doan.
The minutes from the January meeting were approved as circulated this morning. 
2. Subcommittee Reports:
	A. ABA Forum on Construction Law Liaison:  February 27 is this year’s date of the regional meetings, including one in Ft. Lauderdale at Becker Poliakoff.  The “big” annual meeting will be in Boca Raton (Boca Raton Resort & Club) April 16-18, 2015.  Law students are specifically encouraged to attend the April meeting.  All members are encouraged to be sure and attend this home state meeting.  There is traditionally a CLC reception during the weekend.  October 8-9 the fall meeting will be in Austin, TX.  There is an ABA Forum App available for mobile devices. 
B.  ADR Subcommittee:  Deborah Mastin is chair.  Meeting by phone on Friday, Feb 13th at 10 am.  Contact her to join.  Deborahmastin@gmail.com  
C. Certification Exam: Fred Dudley: About 47 individuals are signed up so far.  This is a larger than usual group of applicants.  There will be a pre-testing procedure this year.  If you are interested in being a pre-tester, please email Fred.  Applicants cannot take a pre-test.   
D. Certification Review Course: Deborah Mastin and Bryan Rendzio are the new chairs.  See date and location information below.  Courses begin Thursday and continue through Saturday.  All speakers are set and materials are in. 
	E. Construction Law Institute:  Reese Henderson is the chair.  March 12-14, 2015, will be the dates this year and the new location is the JW Marriot at Grand Lakes, which shares property with the Ritz Carlton.  The golf tournament will be held at the adjoining Ritz Carlton course which is a Greg Norman designed course on Thursday.  All conference attendees are invited to a Thursday evening opening reception.  The brochure is out and available on the Bar website and RPPTL website under the CLE tab.  The room block is available until Feb 20.  This year there will be a new award for a Construction Law Rising Star.       
F. Construction Litigation:  Neal Sivyer is chair.  E-mail RJ Haughey or Neal if you are interested in joining.  No report today. 
G. Construction Regulation:   Fred Dudley report for Steve Sellers pointed out the three cases that were included in the report circulated on the listserv.  Cased include issues on what court action constitutes waiver of arbitration, venue clauses, and design liability.  There are also some cases relating to DOAH and a CILB proposed rule change regarding verifying an applicant’s work experience. 5th Ed. Of the Florida Building code will be effective June 30 this year.  HB 87 are the changes in Chapter 558 that the committee has been commenting on.  SB 518 is the companion bill.  New bill HB 501 proposes reducing the statute of repose from 10 years to 7.
H. Construction Transaction Subcommittee.  Claramargaret Groover is chair.  Contact her to get involved.
I. Contractors University Subcommittee:  Lee Weintraub reported.  The premise is a series of workshops to be held in law firms across the state.  The goal is 3-4 events per year.  The programming would be interactive with groups of 10-20 contractors meeting for a half-day program.   Partnerships with various trade groups will be pursued.  Next meeting will be in a couple weeks to further develop the programming concepts.  Law firm sponsor and speaker opportunities will be developed subsequently.   Ft. Lauderdale, Tampa and Orlando will be the locations and will be held in the fall of 2015. 2016 may see an expanded schedule and new locations. Orlando needs a host lawfirm and 2-3 speakers.  
J.  Legislative Subcommittee: Scott Pence is chair.  Monitoring HB 87. Watching other changes proposed under 713.06 and Rep. Corchoran’s proposed changes to lien law.  This bill focuses mostly on homesteaded properties and may end up as an amendment to someone else’s bill, which will make the process speed up.  It will likely force the committee to take a broad stance opposing any change to 713 that would limit or eliminate lien rights on residential construction.  With respect to the proposed change to the statute of repose, the split opinion of the subcommittee may lead to no position of support or opposition being taken. 
K. Membership Subcommittee: No spoken report, but Arnie reported by email 1 new member taking us to 626.
L. Publications: An article on arbitration by Larry Leiby will be published soon.    Please contact Sean if you have any ideas for articles or would like to peer review articles of others.  
M. Small Business Programs: Lisa Colon Heron circulated a written report via the listserv.  She summarized a recent SBA proposed rule change adding a new mentor program.  Feb 25, at noon is the next meeting.  Same dial in information as this call. 
N. Surety and Insurance: Bruce Partington and Ty Thompson are chairs.  Contact either to get involved. 
O. Tech Subcommittee: Hardy is the leader.  Today’s call is being recorded for a podcast like the last few. 
P. Website:  Brent Zimmerman is chair.  Brent reported that all meeting information will be listed on the website as efficiently as possible. The goal is to make the website a one stop shop for all things CLC.  A username and password must be obtained through the RPTTL website to have access to the CLC website.    
Q. CLE: We need speakers for all months including next month due to a cancellation.  Please contact Angela Covington if you are interested in presenting or have any suggestions. 
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
3. New Business: Hardy will be sending out an email to solicit volunteers to put together a monthly CLC newsletter that would assemble all the monthly reports and information into one document. Contact Hardy if you are interested.  Scott Pence will assist any volunteers with getting started since he has been doing a similar newsletter for the insurance and surety committee.    
4. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 12:05 P.M. and ended at 12:28 P.M.)
	Hardy introduced Chris Cobb.  Chris spoke about design liability. Materials, including sample forms, were distributed to the listserv by Hardy Roberts before the call.  NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify Chair Angela Covington as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 45-minute segments, but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.  

5. Closing: 

No further business was conducted after conclusion of the CLE presentation and Q & A period following.   The meeting was adjourned at 1:03 p.m.

REMINDER: The next regularly scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, March 9, 2015, beginning at 11:30 a.m., as a regular conference call. The dial in info is: 888-376-5050 / Pin 7542148521# Please note the new pin number.
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