


Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary

Re:	Meeting Minutes – September 8, 2014
************************************************************
RECORDATION OF ATTENDENCE: Attendance must be recorded BY EACH MEMBER through the use of Google Documents. An email with the link to log attendance is sent out the day of each meeting.  Please contact Hardy Roberts if you have not been receiving the links. 
1. Opening:  Chair, Hardy Roberts, called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. 

Officers present in addition to Hardy were vice-chairs Scott Pence and Lee Weintraub and Secretary, Robert Doan.
The corrected minutes from the August meeting were approved as circulated this morning. 
2. Subcommittee Reports:
	A. ABA Forum on Construction Law Liaison: Cary Wright reported the date for the fall meeting Chicago (October 16-17).  A pre-meeting will be held for young lawyers and a post-meeting event for women attorneys. This will be Steve Lesser’s first meeting as chair.   Contact Cary for information on getting involved.  January meeting will be in Scottsdale, AZ (January 29-30).  The “big” meeting will be in Boca Raton April 16-18, 2015.  Law students are encouraged to attend the April meeting.  All members are encouraged to be sure and attend this home state meeting.  There is traditionally a CLC reception during the weekend. 
B. Certification Exam: Fred Dudley reported that 36 took the exam and the results should have been mailed out by now.  The passing rate was under 50%.  Prior to this year’s class there were 317 board certified attorneys.  Approx 17 new certifications were granted.  Applications are due in October for the May exam.  Visit the Bar website or call Fred for information on qualification and registration for the exam.   
C. Certification Review Course: Debra Mastin and Bryan Rendzio are the new chairs.  See date and location information below.
	D. Construction Law Institute: Reese reported that an outline of topics and speakers is together.  March 12-14, 2015, will be the dates this year and the new location is the JW Marriot at Grand Lakes, which shares property with the Ritz Carlton.  The golf tournament will be held at the adjoining Ritz Carlton course which is a Greg Norman designed course.  
E. Construction Regulation:   Fred Dudley and Steve Sellers’ August report was circulated via e-mail prior to the meeting.   There is an order from the Middle District (Tampa Division) involving a performance bond issue on the Tampa VA Hospital.  Fred pointed out two CILB issues, one for industrial facilities and one related to the rights of a contractor regarding submission to local building authorities.    
F. Legislative Subcommittee: Scott Pence reported that there is proposed legislative change to the stop-start statute under the lien law.  This is being advanced by the title insurance group of the RPPTL section.  The subcommittee has met twice since the last CLC.  Lee Weintraub sat on the committee that proposed the change and reported its history.  Scott reported that the subcommittee will continue to work with the proposers with a goal of mutually acceptable language.  After discussion, it was determined a special meeting or vote by email may be necessary before the next full CLC meeting in order to move the issue forward before the next executive committee meeting.   
G. Membership Subcommittee: No report. 
H. Publications: Sean related through Hardy that he is working with other groups and subcommittee chairs to get new articles going for Action Line.  Please contact Sean if you have any ideas for articles or would like to peer review articles of others.  
I. Small Business Programs: Lisa Colon Heron circulated her report in advance of today’s meeting.  There are notes from across the state and country related to small business issues and activities.   Included in the report is information on a protest related to a procurement award related to sprinkler system contract award in a VA project.  The protester argued that the successful bidder was not a bona fide qualified company, but rather specifically set up to try and gain preferred bidder status. 
J. Surety and Insurance: Ty Thompson reported that on August 29, the Hannover Insurance v. Atlantis Drywall (2014 Westlaw 4251586)  came out.  The Federal Arbitration Act was at play in this case.   
K. Tech Subcommittee: No report.   
L. Website:  No report.  
M. CLE: We need speakers for all months for 2014.   Lisa stepped in for Angela Covington, who is the CLE Subcommittee chair.  Please contact Angela if you are interested in presenting or have any suggestions.   Lisa Colon Heron distributed CLE approvals with course numbers by email dated May 23, 2014, for CLE’s from October 2013 through April 2014.  If you need the numbers for prior to October of 2013, e-mail Lisa Colon Heron.  Angela will file from May through today’s meeting.  
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
3. New Business: None.

4. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 12:20 P.M. and ended at 1:10 P.M.)
	Lisa Colon Heron introduced George Spofford from Gray Robinson.  George’s practice is dedicated to construction law.  Materials were distributed to the listserv by Hardy Roberts before the call. George’s presentation was on “A General Overview of OSHA Citations.” NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify Chair Angela Covington as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 25-minute segments, but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.  

5. Closing: 

No further business was conducted after conclusion of the CLE presentation and Q & A period following.   The meeting was adjourned at 12:49p.m.

REMINDER: The next regularly scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, October 13, 2014, beginning at 11:30 a.m., as a regular conference call. The dial in info is: 888-376-5050 / Pin 1326538415#.
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