




Construction Law Committee
Memorandum of Committee Minutes

To:	All Construction Law Committee Members
The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:	Robert E. Doan, Secretary

Re:	Meeting Minutes – March 11, 2013
************************************************************
NEW RECORDATION OF ATTENDENCE: In an effort to conserve committee time for discussion of pending issues all attendance must be recorded BY EACH MEMBER through the use of Google Documents. Instructions for the use of this method of recording attendance will be given at the beginning of each meeting. 
1. Opening:  Chair, Arnold Tritt, called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. 

A. The minutes for the committee’s previous meeting of February 11, 2012, were approved as circulated. 
	B. Officers acknowledged, in addition to the chair were: Chairman, Arnold Tritt, Hardy Roberts, 1st Vice Chair, Lisa Colon-Heron, 2nd Vice Chair; Scott Pence, 3rd Vice Chair (and Chair of the Legislative Committee,) and Secretary, Robert Doan.  
2. Welcome New Members and Guests: Arnie Tritt reported there have been several new members per month.   No guests were announced on the call. 
3. New Business: None. 
4. Tech Report: Hardy Roberts brought up the concept of working on a message board system for general questions and sought volunteers to set up a message board (threaded system) so that people can have a resourced to view old topics.  
5. Subcommittee Reports:
	A. ABA Forum Liaison: Cary Wright reminded members that the annual meeting will be held on April 25-27, 2013, at Dana Point, California.  Keynote speaker will be an astronaut.  Brochures are on ABA website.  The Fall meeting will be in Washington D.C. Contact Cary (or Steve Lesser) if you are interested in getting involved in one of the 12 construction law divisions of the ABA.
B. Construction Regulation:   A full written report was distributed to the listserv prior to the meeting by Fred Dudley.  The highlight of recent note is the Supreme Court’s holding that the Economic Loss Rule will be strictly limited to products liability cases.  Page 6 shows an added category for DBPR related to home inspector regulation.  
	C. Publications: No Report.  
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Committee members are invited to submit proposed articles on a construction law topic for peer review and possible publication in The Florida Bar Journal.
	D. 2013 Construction Law Institute: Chair Cary Wright reported there were 55 speakers and panelists participated and there were approximately 350 attendees including 10 judges.  Reese Henderson will be the chair next year and planning will begin in the next 2-3 weeks.  Reese Henderson spoke and thanked Co-Vice Chair Sanjay Kurian.  Topics for next year are being planned.  Please contact Reese with suggestions.  Lee Weintraub received this year’s Lifetime Achievement Award. Lee recognized Cary for his huge contribution to all six years of the Institute.  
E. Certification Review Course: Lee Weintraub that the course was successful in its new 2.5 day format. They will consider trying to wrap up earlier on Saturday by increasing the Thursday schedule.  
F. Certification Exam: Steve Lesser reported that 45 applicants will take the test on May 9, 2013.  The attendees were given and overview of the test format at the Review Course.    
G. Chinese Drywall: Neal Sivyer reported the expiration of the appeal period is today.  People can begin filing claims on March 26, 2013.  The global settlement, the “Banner Settlement,” and the “Knopff Settlement” are the three involved. 
	H. Green Building: No report.
I. Small Business Programs: Please contact Lisa Heron-Colon if you are interested in getting involved.  They are tracking HB 985 and SB 1142, related to protecting small business participation in state contracting.  
	J. Surety and Insurance: No report. 
	K. Website: No report.
L. Legislative: Chair, Scott Pence circulated a written report to the listserv prior to the meeting via email from Arnie Tritt showing the bills the subcommittee is currently tracking and/or commenting on.  New since the last meeting is HB 889, which we opposed, but we are willing to work with them if we find out more about their underlying intent and are offered the opportunity to make changes.   
M. E-Discovery:  No report. 
N. CLE: Chair Lisa Colon-Heron requested volunteers to serve as speakers for CLE presentations in April and beyond. Contact Lisa if you need the CLE course numbers to submit for credit.
REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
6. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 1150am and ran until 12:39pm)
	Lisa introduced attorneys Larry Leiby and Christy Underwood who presented on the topic "How to Draft an Arbitration Agreement to Get a Result that You will Like."  Written materials were circulated by Chair, Arnie Tritt on Sunday, March 10, 2013, by email.  
Questions to the speakers began at 12:28 p.m., and concluded at 12:39 pm. 
NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify Chair Colon-Heron as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 25-minute segments, but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.
7. Closing: 

No further business appearing at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 12:39 p.m.

REMINDER: The next scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, April, 8, 2013, beginning at 11:30 a.m., as a regular conference call. The conference number is 888-376-5050, and the pass code is 1326538415#.
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