Requiring Public Bid Openings
(Hard Bid Only)


Amendment – Between lines __ and __ , insert the following (and renumber subsequent sections):

Section __.  Section 255.0518, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

255.0518  Public bids; bid opening.-- Notwithstanding s. 119.071(1)(b), the state or any county or municipality thereof or any department or agency of the state, county, or municipality or any other public body or institution, shall:

(1)  Open sealed bids received pursuant to a competitive solicitation for construction or repairs on a public building or public work at a public meeting conducted in compliance with s. 286.011.

(2)  Announce at that meeting the name of each bidder and the price submitted.  

(3)  Make the names and prices available upon request.
This amendment requires local governments to open sealed bids for public construction at the deadline for submission of the bids and announce at that meeting the name of each bidder and the price submitted.  It also requires that the names and prices be made available upon request. This has been the process for years but legislation passed last year has caused confusion and some local governments now feel they are not allowed to open bids in public. 
The public opening of bids is very important to contractors and the surety companies.  It allows them to immediately know the results of bids submitted so that they can determine their bidding capacity.
Possible Ch. 255 Vehicles
HB 0937
Relating to Legal Notices – Workman
SB 0292
Relating to Legal Notices - Bennett 
HB 651
Relating to Building Construction and Inspection - Davis
SB 704 
Relating to Building Construction and Inspection - Bennett

HB 0897
Relating to Construction Liens and Bonds - Moraitis, Jr. 
SB 1202
Relating to Construction Liens and Bonds - Bogdanoff 
Other Possible Vehicles
HB 5507
Relating to Department of Management Services - Government 
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