
Construction Law Committee

Memorandum of Committee Minutes
To:
All Construction Law Committee Members

The Florida Bar: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

From:
Fred R. Dudley, Secretary

Re:
Meeting Minutes – July 11, 2011

The new Chair, Arnie Tritt, called the meeting to order at 11:30. 
************************************************************

1. Opening:

A.  Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the committee meeting of June 13, 2011, were approved as circulated. 

B. Roll Call (Members): There were 78 members in attendance as are noted on the Google Documents report.
NEW RECORDATION OF ATTENDENCE: In an effort to conserve committee time for discussion of pending issues all attendance must be recorded through the use of Google Docs. Instructions for the use of this new method of recording attendance will be given at the beginning of each meeting. 
2. Welcome New Members:
Chair Tritt recognized a new member, Rich Cartlidge, bringing the committee’s total membership to 421. Attending as guests were: Amanda Keller (to become a new members); Sylvia Rojas from The Fund, and Eric Adams.
3. New Business:

The committee’s new officers were introduced: Arnold “Arnie” Tritt, chair; Hardy Roberts, 1st Vice Chair; and Lisa Colon Heron, 2nd Vice Chair. Fred Dudley has agreed to continuing serving as Secretary.
4. Subcommittee Reports:

A. ABA Forum Liaison: In the absence of the chair, George Meyer, Cary Wright reported that the Forum’s Fall meeting will be held in Atlanta on October 13-14, and that the program will include ADR and Drafting. 
B. Construction Regulation: Chair Fred Dudley reported on new appellate and DOAH cases, as well as proposed administrative rules, rule waivers and declaratory statement petitions involving construction law and regulations, per a written report circulated to the members.


C. Publications: Chair April Atkins was not present to give a report.
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Members are invited to submit proposed articles for review and possible publication.


D. 2011 Construction Law Institute: Chair Cary Wright reported on a very successful program this year, with approximately 250 attendees, and announced that the 5th Annual program has been set with topics and speakers. 

E. Certification Review Course: Chair Kim Ashby was not present to give a report.

F. 2011 Certification Exam: Chair Michael Sasso reminded members who are not yet certified that the application deadline is October 31, 2011.
G. Chinese Drywall: New chair Neil Sivyer was not present to give a report.

H. Green Building: In the absence of Chair Peyton Lumpkin, Howard Cohen reported that the subcommittee met last week and has new postings on its blog, which can be reached at: floridagreenbuildinglaw.com.
I. Small Business Programs: Chair Lisa Colon-Heron reported that the subcommittee’s next meeting will be held on July 27th. 

J. Surety and Insurance: Chair Ty Thompson reported on the Judge Bucklew’s recent opinion and Judge Fallon’s MDL order of December 2010 re: pollution exclusion.

K. Website Subcommittee: Chair Rachel Peterkin announced that improvements are being made to the List Serve to allow responses only to the specific sender, rather than to “all” members.
L. Legislative Subcommittee: Chair Reese Henderson reported on the subcommittee’s new proposed lien law changes, which were discussed and approved for presentation to the Executive Council for the 2011 legislative agenda. Sylvia Rojas participated in this discussion to provide a title insurance perspective.
M. CLE Subcommittee: Chair Hardy Roberts reported that there are 2.5 hours of CLE pending approval, exclusive of today’s presentation. Future CLE presentations include:


August – Chris Weiss (Construction Defects)

September – Langford White (Construction Reorganization)

REMINDER: Each committee member is responsible for posting their own CLE credits on TFB website; neither the committee nor subcommittee can do so.
5. Continuing Legal Education Presentation: (Started at 12:15 until 12:42)

Chair Hardy Roberts introduced Eric Adams, who spoke on the newly enacted Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.420, regarding the safeguard of confidential information, and the procedures for seeking a judicial determination of the status of such information, consisting of a 20-page power point presentation with suggested forms.
NOTE: Volunteer speakers for future CLE presentations are encouraged to notify Chair Hardy Roberts as soon as possible. Presentations should be in 25-minute segments, but may be continued to a subsequent meeting if more time is required, and may include more than one speaker; discussion and debate will be welcome.
6. Closing: 
No further business appearing at this time, the meeting was 12:42 p.m.
REMINDER: The next scheduled meeting of the committee will be held on Monday, August 8, 2011, at the regular time of 11:30 a.m., as a regular conference call.
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